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         1st October 2013 

Dear Dr. Alok-ji, 

 Many thanks for your second letter in response to my reply to your first one. I was away 
for a short while and that delayed this response from me.  

 I do not have the least doubt that you are deeply pained by the situation. I am sure you will 
believe me when I say that I am equally pained, if not more. I have deeply reflected on your letter 
and the more I have done so, the more helpless I have felt at the mental as well as emotional planes. 
Inwardly I know that the Supreme’s will be done and that is the faith that sustains me.  

 You say, “I am sorry, I do not agree that it is simply a matter of ambition and power play.” 
Did I say so? I do not know if I did. No; what is active is the power of a very conscious 
(paradoxically speaking) force of unconsciousness and hostility. Ambition and power play are on 
the surface – merely symptoms of that terrible force. I do not know what can you or I do, 
concretely, to change that force.  

 I still feel bewildered that how a book – any book – could have inspired a group of people 
to try destroy the very basic nature of the Ashram. Who is responsible for corrupting the 
atmosphere? A book which hardly anybody possessed or would care to read or those who distribute 
thousands of copies of questionable extracts from the book, giving one of the biggest boosts ever 
to any recent publication? 

 You say about the book, “I ask how could this happen and how could this be acceptable?” 

 Acceptable by whom, in what sense? The book may have its merits and demerits. Is it not 
for the individual reader to accept or reject it? I understand that some people would not tolerate an 
inmate of the Ashram to write a book in a way which they do not like. They wish the author to be 
punished because he belonged to the Ashram family. (Who would care if he was not an inmate!) 
To me it appears like the Khap Panchayat attitude – and the attitude that is not qualitatively very 
different from those who are the votaries of “Honour Killing”. I cannot reconcile this attitude with 
my idea of our calling ourselves disciples of the Master and the Mother. I need not elaborate. 

Dear Dr. Alok-ji, I have already written, in my earlier letter, my feelings about the situation 
at some length. The book is only a ploy. It is a great pity that some people would stimulate the 
medieval impulse of religiosity among others who had never read the book and gradually lead the 
crowd to believe numerous lies invented against the Ashram. It is a very old trick. I am yet to 
fathom the nature of those who are indulging in such mischief.  One thing is certain: it is hostile. 
Nothing else can explain “disciples” calling for the Mother’s Trust-deed to be declared invalid, 
calling for government takeover of the Ashram administration! Through my humble knowledge of 
institutions in the world I stand sure that nothing had happened in our Ashram to call for such 
absurd intervention. Ours continues to be the noblest institution of its kind. It is like killing a 
mocking bird; the poor bird so named does not know that you interpret its voice as a sound mocking 
at you. 
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I am very sorry that some of our brilliant youths, genuinely upset over the rowdy attacks 
on the Ashram, are making painful comments on you. That should not happen. But in an 
atmosphere that turns wild, even Bhisma had to be targeted by those in the Pandava camp who 
knew him to be the wisest man. Probably these youths held you in esteem and I’m sure they were 
not wrong in their estimate. But, unfortunately, you got totally identified, at an earlier stage, with 
those victims of a horrendous wave of dark occult Tsunami. You even agreed to become the chief 
or the inaugural speaker at a so called “National Seminar” on “Affirmative Spirituality” organised 
to create some illusions for those uninformed visitors who were made to sit in Dharna in February 
2012 right under the Mother’s Darshan Balcony and then entertained to lunch at a hotel with 
lectures by the directors of that farcical opera. Can you really say that it was a seminar organised 
with at least an academic motive, forget the word spiritual, to enlighten that random audience?  

(Here is an anecdote that, if not educative, should be at least entertaining amidst this heavy 
correspondence: The day after the “Seminar” a gentleman and a lady who had marked their 
presence  there made a courtesy call on me. By then I had already four or five visitors with me. 
One of them asked the gentleman, “So, how did the event at the hotel go?” The gentleman looked 
at the lady meaningfully and said, “We were discussing about that only a few minutes ago. Well, 
not quite bad, but my experience is, five out of ten times the South Indian cooks preparing North 
Indian dishes produce neither good South Indian nor good North Indian items; the same applies to 
North Indian cooks.”  The lady lamented that she sacrificed her “Sacred and delicious and safe 
food” at the Ashram Dining Hall for items that “smelt soapy”!  After half minute’s exchange of 
embarrassed smiles among the earlier visitors, one of them asked again, “But how did the lectures 
go?” “Oh, there was no atmosphere. I had heard one or two of them at our conferences at 
Bhubaneswar. They spoke better then,” said the gentleman. There was no need to ask the lady for 
her impression, for she did not understand any language other than her mother-tongue.) 

I suppose - please excuse my frankly saying so - you were exploited by them. Let me 
substantiate my observation directly from my own small experience – not out of any vague 
impression. You must have been approached to write a critical article on my speech at Babaji 
Ramakrishna Das’s birthday in August 2011 by someone or ones who fed you with what I never 
said. What was worse, the editor of the forum to which you so kindly contributed the article, Shri 
Deshpande, took the liberty of  inventing his own bombastic title for your write-up which was 
worse than your criticism of my talk – in fact criticism of ideas I did not articulate. I held you in 
great affection; we met almost every day and exchanged greetings. I was shocked, wondering what 
went wrong between us that you did not ask me about the veracity of the report before going public 
with your criticism of my so-called speech. For a while I grew pessimistic about the values of 
human relationship, not to speak of relationship among spiritual fellow-travellers. I remind you of 
this to show how at a bad time bad things can be attributed to I and you, we can be caught in the 
whirlpool of confusion, and we are obliged to grin and bear with them. I am of course not surprised 
at grosser beings deliberately spreading lies. They were already at work before the PH sensation 
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came handy to them. To give you two examples from my own personal bitter experience, once 
when some of them by chance found a First Class Flight Boarding Pass, probably consigned to a 
wastepaper basket by me, they circulated its photocopy with their comment that I was flying First 
Class by planes at the Ashram’s cost! The Boarding Pass was for a complimentary return-ticket 
sent by the Air Inida at the request of the Indian Council of Cultural Affairs which held a novel 
kind of conference of about forty Indian writers with another group of writers of Indian origin 
from abroad, at Delhi and then at Nimrana, Rajasthan. Another time they circulated a lie that the 
Ashram lawyer said in the Court at Krishnanagar that the Mother did not understand Savitri and I 
did not object to the statement though I was present there. The lawyer never said anything like 
that; there was absolutely no reason for him to utter that sort of nonsense. He even made a 
categorical statement about it as an answer to the liars and challenged them to prove it. But they 
went on repeating the lie. They would be guided by someone from outside, but never ask a fellow 
inmate about it.   

Those young critics of yours – as I hinted - probably expected you to take a different stand 
– but unfortunately they found the case to be otherwise.  I have rarely read matters they have 
written on the websites but they have the courage to identify themselves. On the other hand the 
anti- Ashram cowards go on distributing lies either under fake names or anonymously.  You may 
or may not have read accusations against me in English made of undiluted lies on a website, but 
you cannot imagine what kind of feast was being churned out for popular consumption in Odia by 
a gentleman whom I had never caused any harm and who till the other day was writing on Grace, 
compassion and such sublime themes. Even now I feel sympathy for him. I wonder how his hand 
remains steady while driving his pen to parody my titles and attribute things to me that had nothing 
to do with me. Alas, at a time of crisis the conscience of so many get blurred, unsuspected 
suppressed aspects of human beings get revealed. I hope they get purified through clashes – at 
least some of them. 

 Yes, such things cannot be dreamt of in a normal atmosphere. I would surely convey your 
feeling to those young critics and prove to them through your kind letter that you indeed abhor the 
ways the anti-Ashram group is following: Dharna, TV appearance, slanderous posters et al. 

 I congratulate you for the absence of any hatred in you for PH, though you have anger 
against him and that is an impersonal anger, as you say. The subtle borderline between anger and 
hatred may not be as quite clear to me as it is to you, but I am praying to the Divine Mother to help 
me transcend the feeling of hatred for those ladies and men – who do not feel the slightest 
embarrassment while speaking lies before TV channels and elsewhere. I do not find an answer to 
the simplest of simple questions: whom are they benefiting by following that nasty mission? Who 
is compelling them to stay here and suffer? Are they bound by any contract? Have they signed any 
bond? Will they be arrested if they leave the Ashram?  Why must they cling on to an institution 
only to darken its image before the public? What do they expect from the public – to rise as a mob 
and invade the Ashram? Why, why, why must they rush to curious people hurling abuses at such 
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a dignified institution as our Ashram? Are they here really for their spiritual progress? How did 
PH stop their endeavour for Sadhana? If PH sinned, why not let him suffer his Karma? Who 
assigned them the duty to fight him instead of fighting against their own inner obscurities and 
imperfections? Has the book by PH been prescribed as a text book for them? How many of them 
had read that book? What about those people who like that book, who clearly state that the total 
impact of the book is an excellent help to appreciate the greatness of Sri Aurobindo?  

While the human culture among the intellectuals all over the world is in favour of tolerance, 
must a handful of men and women who call themselves spiritual seekers throw themselves into 
the camp of the vengeful and the slogan-mongers – and all that in the name of the Master and the 
Mother, right inside the  Ashram built by Them? Is this their novel definition of Sadhana? Must 
they show the hundreds of innocent, duty-bound, faithful, calm Sadhaks living in the Ashram and 
offering their works quietly in a bad light to the world? What but a terribly wicked force could 
have turned them into its victims? 

 These are questions that arouse hatred in me – I must confess. But that is my weakness and 
I feel myself unworthy of my status as an Ashram-inmate for this weakness. But I am striving to 
transcend this and I have the confidence that the Grace of the Divine Mother will never fail me in 
my endeavour. I can also, following your language, say that this hatred is impersonal. If I visualise 
a situation where I find that these men and ladies have come out of the clutch of the dark force that 
had enslaved them and are wondering about their temporary madness, I can also visualise myself 
rushing to them with my loving greetings. 

 I can only pray to Providence to take us all out of this ugly situation. I do not believe that 
a set of goody goody words, emotional platitudes such as “give and take” as some well-wishers 
propose, are going to make any difference. That may even flatter the ego of the being of mischief. 
The Trustees must stand by the Truth the Mother gives them – come what may. We have seen in 
history numerous instances of culture and tolerance vanquished by the barbaric. The brute force 
of Sparta destroyed the fine civilisation of Athens. But I believe things have changed at the occult 
plane. Forces of mischief cannot ultimately triumph. What the Ashram is facing today is the 
microcosmic version of what the world is facing. Whatever will happen here will be symbolic of 
things to come in the world. Providence alone knows. But I must hasten to assert my belief that 
the inner Ashram remains untouched; the calm and serenity we feel are indestructible. 

 Dear Dr. Alok-ji, I can feel the depth of your anguish. We must pray for ourselves and for 
each other. 

      With warm regards, 

                      Manoj Das  

 


