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Dear Dr. Alok-ji, 

Thanks for your kind message that came to me through E-mail, I being one of the five persons to 
whom it is despatched. I sincerely appreciate your anguish and agony. My anguish and agony too 
are intense.  On the basis of this feeling common to both of us we can surely empathise with each 
other. We both also have the faith that if we sincerely pray to the Divine Mother, Her compassion 
would never fail us. 

 Three broad points emerge from your letter: First, there is a division within the Ashram 
community. Second, it was the book by PH that started the mischief. Third, you would like both 
sides to “sit together, come together and resolve all issues together”.  

 Alok-ji, I propose to be absolutely frank with you. I do not see the situation to be that 
simple. First, I am of the firm belief that there is no division within the community.  As you have 
written, the PH book is not the issue today – although your observation on why it is not an issue 
today is different from my thinking. But let me not go into that. If that is not the issue, what do 
you think to be the issue that could divide the Ashram community? True, at an early stage, the PH 
book had created a commotion. It was a stimulated commotion. Your observation, “Let us not 
forget that the Ashram inmates were near unanimous with regard to the book and the historian”, I 
am sorry to say, is a questionable statement. Kindly reflect on the realty: how many inmates had 
read the book? How can they be said to have been “near unanimous” without reading the book? 
The Ashram had neither published nor made it available through its only outlet, SABDA.  You 
know it very well that a few people deliberately distributed selective quotes from the book without 
their context, with their own comments designed to agitate the people and succeeded in creating a 
sensation on the surface of the Ashram life. Even then, the vast majority of the inmates, true to the 
peaceful tradition of the Ashram, remained untouched. They had not forgotten the purpose of their 
stay here.  As we all know, in any community a few can always disturb the atmosphere to an extent 
when it will appear to be a general upheaval. The tactics adopted by the organisers were practised 
by petty politicos, none expected their inroad into our Ashram. The tactics included mixing a few 
of their recruits from the inmates with imported ones and making them sit in dharna as a protest 
against the book to begin with, but thereafter to put up a huge hoarding listing an assortment of 
totally irrelevant complains against the Trust, the motive being to create a wrong impression of the 
Ashram in the minds of thousands of visitors.  

 Majority of our inmates know that certain matters should be left to the Trust. The Trust has 
to be circumspective; they have to decide about actions in matters in the light and inspiration they 
receive. The principles of dharna, instigating the public against the Ashram Trust through posters 
and TV appearances should not influence the Trust in its decisions. Many outsiders attached to the 
Ashram are surprised that elements who indulge in such cheap gimmicks are tolerated by the 
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Ashram. They should be tolerated as much as possible because, in keeping with the Mother’s and 
the Master’s work, elements of divergent natures have gathered here. 

 No, Alok-ji, there is no division within the community. No basic ideology is at stake. You 
say, “The fact is in any quarrel, somewhere both sides are involved and party to it”. That reminds 
me of the proverb that the sound of clapping cannot be produced without both the hands. True, but 
one hand is enough to stab somebody. We cannot place on the same pedestal the Ashram Trust 
and those few who are carrying on the Anti-Ashram campaign without any logical basis, those 
who invent ever-new lies, and ask the two parties to reconcile.     

 As I see it, those who are indulging in such unexpected activities like circulating nasty 
leaflets, seeking the courtesy of sensation-hungry media, persuading an MLA to criticise the 
Ashram in the Assembly, themselves remaining present in the gallery to encourage him, have 
unfortunately placed themselves in the hands of very powerful and possessive wrong forces. 
Efforts to dislodge the Trust are not new. Soon after the Mother’s passing away a very powerful 
coterie at Delhi tried its hand in that regard. The move was frustrated. Then began an effort by a 
handful of inmates who formed strange associations in the names of “inmates” or “beneficiaries” 
– moves that were unheard of in the annals of Ashrams in India. Since there was nothing big for 
them to make issues, they pounced on trifles that could be used to spread suspicion. I do not wish 
to lengthen this response with instances. There was yet another external agency that tried to 
capitalise on “Savitri” issue. Let me not proceed… 

 The present group hostile to the Ashram seems to be quite resourceful in terms of 
ruthlessness and money power. Alas, their money power is a mystery. Each paisa spent by the 
Ashram is accounted for. But what about the accounts of these people? One observer said that the 
amount of money they might have spent in despatching bulky documents of lies using and thereby 
abusing the Mother’s handwriting “Cling to Truth” on its cover, sending the parcels through 
courier to hundreds or may be thousands of addresses all over the world should amount to a 
colossal sum, not to speak of their expenditure on lawyers, engaging workers to launch litigations, 
trips, gathering supporters, lodging and feeding them, etc. One wonders what is the source of this 
money, who is financing this effort to topple the Trust and hand over the Ashram to Government 
Administrator. 

 Dr. Alok-ji, friends like you who appear to have sympathy with these people should try to 
unravel this mystery. Even those who blindly follow these anti-Ashram movers may not be quite 
aware of the basic motive of their own leaders. The Trust, apart from discharging its difficult 
responsibility of the management of as complex an organisation as the Ashram which draws 
innumerable visitors, has to pay attention to the problems of its over one thousand and thirteen 
hundred individual inmates. No organisation can fully satisfy all the demands or sentiments of all 
its inmates. But most of the inmates take their difficulties as natural; they are here voluntarily to 
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lead an inner life, not a comfortable life. In fact quite a number of them had opportunities to lead 
luxurious life outside which they have left behind for a life that is infinitely more purposeful. But 
a few who obviously were here for enjoying positions or comforts or some whose ego is pricked 
for some reason have joined the small militant group. Let us hope that good sense will prevail in 
them, sooner or later. 

 In any organisation there will be individuals who would make mistakes and even do 
something evil. We cannot blame the management for every such incident – more so in a unique 
and peculiar Ashram like ours where inmates enjoy so much freedom. Short of treachery, how to 
describe the action of a few inmates going public with grotesquely exaggerated versions of some 
insignificant incidents? No Trust Board can ever claim that its members are perfect; trustees of 
today will go and there will be new trustees tomorrow. They may be more vigilant ones. Today’s 
inmates are not immortals either. The future may find more diligent and more sincere Sadhaks. 
That may better justify the trouble the Mother took to build up the Ashram. What right had a 
handful of men and women of our generation to change the basic character of the Ashram by trying 
to dissolve the Trust Board that owes its existence to the deed left by the Mother, the founder of 
the Ashram?  

 Can we ever get over the confusion so artificially created? Law will take its own course. 
But the real solution lies in a psychological change. What do we do to begin with? 

 Your well-written message breathes a hatred for PH. I too am struggling hard to transcend 
my hatred for those elements whose activities are mind-boggling. What do those ladies and men 
gain by courting the commercial TV and blurting out lies against the Ashram? Is it their hunger 
for limelight? Is it their scratched ego because of some unfavourable treatment they might have 
received? Is it sheer perversion? It could be a combination of all these factors in them which the 
traditional wicked forces are exploiting. I believe, the best we can do, to begin with, is aspire to 
transcend this very element of hatred – I for these people and you for PH. Only then our action 
towards peace could bear some fruit. 

       Thanking you and with best wishes, 

 

        (Manoj Das) 

  

 


