
Letter No. 1 by Dr. Alok Pandey to Prof. Manoj Das 

 

1 

 

A CALL FOR UNITY 

 

The greatest threat we face now is not the government but division within the community that has 
gathered around Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. Of course it was always a loose-knit community 
given the vastness and freedom of the Integral Path. But despite the variety and the diversity we 
were still held together in our love for the Mother. In fact our love for Her was only a pale 
reflection, a limited and imperfect response to Her Love that held us all together. While Her Love 
remains ever the same, perhaps even greater since we have plunged headlong into the abyss, - and 
only a Love greater than the earth has ever known can rescue us, somewhere we have not been 
able to respond adequately. We have failed so to say, or else today we would not be such a laughing 
stock before the world nor an easy game for all kinds of forces that divide and destroy. The energies 
that are given to us for progress and change have been locked against each other. The strength to 
battle our inner enemies has been maimed since we are busy looking for the enemy outside. We 
are, in short destroying each other and by doing so negating Her Work and Her Love in each one 
of us. This is a most dangerous situation to say the least, a brink if one may say so. It has become 
irrelevant why and how we have arrived at this brink. It is even irrelevant who and what led us 
here. There are of course always philosophical and spiritual justifications, each valid in its own 
right and if in the Divine Wisdom we have to go through all this and worse then so be it. Perhaps 
this purging was necessary so that the poison stuff of our nature may be thrown out and we are 
ready for a greater leap forward. But surely there are happier ways to carry the evolutionary march 
forward, ways that are in harmony with Truth and Peace and Light. This is not the time to blame 
anyone. Not the time to take out our personal grudges, to grumble and complain, to think of victory 
and defeat of our petty personal egos. In such a wild game, to paraphrase Lewis Carroll, we all are 
losers. Regardless of who or which side wins the case we all stand to loose. We loose that which 
is indispensable for a collective work, - Unity, Harmony and Truth and a dynamic collaboration 
based on mutual respect for each other and the deep understanding that each one's journey is 
essentially Her journey. 

Yes, we are all pained with the 'book' that brought down the sublime to the ridiculous. We are all 
pained at the most insensitive way Peter Heehs, the self-styled historian has dealt with the Master's 
life. We have been pained at the way our entreaties went unacknowledged and unheard, at the way 
the whole PH affair has been treated with utter disregard to the sensibilities of the devotees. We 
may also have had moments and circumstances where we have disagreed with the decisions made 
by the administration, for whatever justifiable reasons. Yes, we may have shed tears of blood 
reading the book with anguish in our hearts to see the Lord being treated thus in His own Home. 
And yet the big challenge today is that should we in reaction and response go as far as destroying 
decades of collective work built upon the unity around Her. Would not this also amount to letting 
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the historian have his way by dividing all of us while he watches merrily by the side? Is this not a 
repetition of Indian history in another context? Should we allow this to happen? It is one thing to 
chase away a man who has been repeatedly throwing stones at the Master. He is of a nuisance 
value. It is quite another to let a whole community draw swords against each other over the degree 
of response to be meted out to him. Let us not forget that the Ashram inmates (let us leave aside 
the outsiders who were unfortunately brought into the fray) were near unanimous with regard to 
the book and the historian. They spoke in one voice against it. But when it came to sorting out 
other issues within the Ashram by going to the court and sitting in dharna, the views have been 
divided. Quite naturally, it is much better to resolve all issues within the present set-up by doing 
some kind of a collective self-reflection, atma-manthan, so to say, rather than take our issues to 
places where falsehood sits on judgment and money decides the rules of the game. We have our 
own rules and we can surely work it out within by the Ashram way of life with which the outsiders 
are not in sympathy with. We have been blessed to have another vision. Let us apply it to resolve 
the issues rather than try the ordinary ways that eventually amount to nothing and are as worthless 
as the other old ways of life. All the issues of life, individual and collective are an evolutionary 
challenge to us. Let us find another way, the New Way to solve them. 

Both sides have made mistakes. All of us have made our mistakes. If someone does not want to 
acknowledge it because the ego does not wish to admit and tries always to justify its actions or 
simply because it needs too much of courage to admit our faults while it takes very little to point 
out the real and unreal defects of others, then leave him aside. He will learn his own way. Who but 
a blinded fool can say that his sincerity is above board and he is not answerable to anyone. Only 
the Divine has that privilege and very often He is ready and willing to change His course and 
decisions if that be needed for the larger collective good. He admits His errors, and where He 
knows He is right, He takes pains to patiently explain His course to His devotees. But we humans 
stubbornly stick to a point and by our rigidity prevent the Divine Action which works best in a 
state of quiet receptivity, wideness and plasticity.  

The fact is that in any quarrel, somewhere both sides are involved and party to it. Both are guilty 
and both are losers regardless of who wins in the court room. Perhaps the force of division that 
one finds running like a constant undercurrent in the self-proclaimed historian's book has jumped 
out of it and occupied everyone involved in it. We see the same symptoms, - slander and falsehood, 
misquotes and half-quotes to justify ourselves. Which side or camp can say with the hand of Truth 
on their hearts that they have not indulged in slander, twisting of facts, even worse, hurling abusive 
expletives onto the others. It does not matter whether any particular individual did it or not. When 
one is part of a group then to some extent one bears responsibility for the collective actions as well. 
What have we achieved in the process? More and more division and, more than that, an adverse 
effect upon Her Work. By pulling down each other we have displayed a characteristic Indian 
tendency, of diminishing our collective strength, of reducing our collective energy that works best 
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when we have unity and harmony. Imagine the situation where each side is busy looking at the 
fault of the others, - one side imagining ambition and other imagining jealousy. It is irrelevant 
whether it is true or not. The fact is that each side has something beautiful to offer; each is serving 
Her in their own way. Let us strengthen that rather than pulling each other down.  

Yes we have all made mistakes and continue to make them. It is no point counting them. The Filios 
and the Abalas, regardless of their camps are two sides of the same coin. Slander and lie is 
falsehood and is never justified, whatever be the cause. Falsehood cannot serve Truth, it can only 
distort it. Has not the author done precisely this, torturing the shape of Truth by using half-truths 
and lies of his own imaginings and called it objectivity? Are we doing any better, to whichever 
side we may belong? After all Truth cannot be a one-sided one-dimensional vision of things, 
especially a dark vision that sees nothing but darkness around. Are we supposed to grow into such 
a vision that sees darkness everywhere or a vision where we see the Divine in all things! How can 
a vision that sees only the dark side of people be a divinely inspired vision or a Vision of Truth? 
Let us also not forget that Truth is supreme harmony; it acts with the vision of Beauty in its heart. 
Truth does not make us harsh and bitter but wide and compassionate, strong and sincere. Least of 
all does it make us blind to our own follies while being acutely aware of the defects of others. 
Unfortunately this seems to be the case on both sides of the camp. Those who are on one side are 
seeing only evil and all evil in those on the other side and all good in the side they have chosen to 
belong. What could be further from Truth than this puerile blindness? How can it be that one side 
is fully right and the other fully wrong? Why can’t we find and acknowledge the truth of each side 
and holding it together build a beautiful synthesis of divergent views, taking the advantage of each 
other’s discovery of what needs to change within and outside us. Why presume that we know all 
and the others know nothing? Why not meet in a spirit of acceptance and understanding of each 
other’s pain and each other’s concerns. Why feel threatened from each other and behave as enemies 
when we all profess to follow the same path? Leave aside other high things. This is elementary. 
Are we so immature so as to fight with each other so bitterly? What a beautiful example of the 
New Creation we are placing before the world, - the would be’ supramental elite’ fighting battles 
in courtrooms with lies as weapons and ego as armour! It must be very inspiring for ‘lesser mortals’ 
to watch our inability to resolve our collective disputes because our rigid ego hell-bent upon 
victory rather than truth would not allow us to meet and harmonise!     

Let us pause and reflect. Let us weed out carefully each and every thought, feeling and impulse 
that is contrary to Truth and hurts the Spirit of Beauty. Is this path worth it? After all, as it stands 
today, the historian is out and the book has been prevented from taking roots in the Indian soil. 
The mischief has been recognised even though not fully and publicly acknowledged, which is 
understandable as it needs great courage to acknowledge, even recognise one's own mistakes. So 
let us not insist on that. Let us stop and try to bring everyone together with a firm resolve to be 
Her better children and a firmer will towards unity and harmony even if it means swallowing our 
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pride and insult. Let us leave those who have insulted us and may continue to do so at Her Feet 
who alone exists and rules. Her Love qwill turn all personal insults and stones thrown at us into 
flowers offered at Her Feet. Let us come out of this haze and maze, cut away the bonds of falsehood 
and division like Sunaskshepa of old. For Her sake let us come together once again and speak in 
one voice, the only Truth that is worthy of being repeated and remembered, that we all belong to 
Her and are one in Her Love.        

And still if we must fight for whatever reason then let us at least show nobility and courage in 
being truthful at all levels and in every way regardless of the result of the court case. Is this niskama 
karma not a basic teaching of the Gita? Even in battle there can a certain dignity. But what we are 
witnessing is the total chaos of darkness where a lie is being brought in to vindicate ‘truth’ and 
‘truth’ is being used to justify a lie. How much more worse can it become and how low can we 
stoop. This pain is not any less than the pain that the book thrust upon us for as with the book here 
too we are using a partial truth to justify a lie and using a lie to win a case (or an argument) and 
call it truth.  

Yes we can unite if we open our hearts truly to Truth. In the heart there resounds unheard the secret 
rhythms of unity. In the mind we are always divided.   

I am sure, if even a few from either side decide to shed the camps created by the fictitious ego, and 
come together in a spirit of understanding of each other, of listening to each other, of goodwill and 
harmony, of mutual trust and respect, then the ‘impossible’ can still be achieved and a greater 
harmony emerge out of the deepest division. Perhaps this is the time when the silent seniors should 
step in and try to persuade both sides to sit together, come together and resolve all issues together, 
taking advantage of each other’s experience and goodwill. May Her Divine Sacrifice not go 
wasted. May we once again speak in one voice, together may we utter the mantra of Her Love. I 
CLOSE THIS WITH THIS HOPE AND ASPIRATION AND PRAYER offered at Her Feet:  

 

 

September 1, 1914* 

OMOTHER Divine, with what fervour, what ardent love I came to Thee in Thy deepest 
consciousness, in Thy high status of sublime love and perfect felicity, and I nestled so close 
into Thy arms and loved Thee with so intense a love that I became altogether Thyself. Then 
in the silence of our mute ecstasy a voice from yet profounder depths arose and the voice 
said, “Turn towards those who have need of thy love.” All the grades of consciousness 
appeared, all the successive worlds. Some were splendid 
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and luminous, well ordered and clear; there knowledge was resplendent, expression was 
harmonious and vast, will was potent and invincible. Then the worlds darkened in a 
multiplicity more and more chaotic, the Energy 
became violent and the material world obscure and sorrowful. 
And when in our infinite love we perceived in its entirety the hideous suffering of the world 
of misery and ignorance, when we saw our children locked in a sombre struggle, flung 
upon each other by energies that had deviated from their true aim, we willed ardently that 
the light of Divine Love should be made manifest, a transfiguring force at the centre of 
these distracted elements. Then, that the will might be yet more powerful and effective, we 
turned towards Thee, O unthinkable Supreme, and we implored Thy aid. And from the 
unsounded depths of the Unknown a reply came sublime and formidable and we knew that 
the earth was saved. 
 

 

September 9, 1914 
THE world is divided between two opposite forces struggling for supremacy, and both are 
equally against Thy law, O Lord; for Thou dost not want either mortal stagnation or blind 
destruction. It is in a constant, 
progressive and luminous transformation that Thou expressest Thyself; and it is this we 
must establish upon earth if we want to manifest Thy will. 
At times our impatience would like to know immediately the means of this manifestation. 
But our impatience is futile and receives no answer. For the knowledge will come at the 
opportune moment, at the moment of action. 
Hence it is with the thought at peace and with the realising will calm and strong that we 
await the sign Thou wilt give us. 
* * * 
             
             

  


