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The lie: The Mother gave Polydaon’s role to Manoj Das Gupta because he is an evil force. 
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In Sraddhalu’s talk at Ahmedabad he says the following:  

Recorded time: Shortly after 2 hours, 19 minutes, 51 seconds. 
Transcript of talk: Page 32. 
 
Sraddhalu says: 
“The first role that She gave Manoj Das Gupta in that drama was as high priest of 
evil….Polydon, in the drama of Sri Aurobindo, the second role She gave was as 
Poseidon, which is evil incarnate himself, Asura. Both the times he performed very 
well, I told you he is a good actor. She called him aside and told him “Be careful 
you must not identify with the dark forces, it is dangerous for you”. But She gave 
him those roles, very symbolic, She told us who he is. But She spent time with him 
to try to change him. Her work was bigger, it was not just to create a space of 
purity, it was also to overcome the Asura, to take away the instruments of the 
Asura and turn them, ok. So if that was successful it will have a massive effect in 
the whole universe. These are cosmic forces, you change one, it has a rippling 
effect, so for Her the cost of it was worth it. Except that She kept them in check 
until She left the body, now they are loose, that’s the difference, ok. Now, what 
happens with Manoj Das Gupta, I will give you a couple of other incidents. 
Kumud-ben told us this. She said, once Mother called him aside and told him “In 
all your previous lives you have been opposing the Divine, this is the last chance 
given to you to serve the Divine. And if you don’t do that I will have to destroy 
you.” She’s speaking not to the man, she is speaking to the force that the man 
represents, that he incarnates.” 

In August 2010 Sraddhalu wrote a letter to Professor Manoj Das in which he had also stated the 
following: 

“Perhaps you do not know that the Mother once chided MDG saying, “Manoj, 
don’t act; be!” Another time She admonished him with, “Manoj, don’t pretend to 
be a yogi when you are not!” Still another time, She gave him the role of Polydaon, 
the high priest of evil, in Sri Aurobindo’s play Perseus the Deliverer. After he 
played it vividly and convincingly, She called him aside and warned him saying, 
“It is dangerous to identify with the Dark force.” Perhaps were these warnings 
prophetic. (All incidents as narrated by the Mother’s personal attendant.)” 

Please note Sraddhalu’s foreboding and concluding words : “Perhaps were these warnings 
prophetic.” 

In August 2010 Sraddhalu was informed that his story about Manoj Das Gupta was false. 
The information below was given to Sraddhalu to prove him and his source wrong and to help 
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him get his facts right. But in spite of Sraddhalu’s knowledge about this fictitious episode which 
he keeps recounting, he continues to deliberately spread false information in order to malign 
Manoj Das Gupta, the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, the Ashram administration and some of the 
ashramites. 

 

Unquestionable proof that Manoj Das Gupta did not play the role as Polydaon in the 
Mother’s physical presence: 

Sri Aurobindo’s play “Perseus the Deliverer” with its dreaded Polydaon was enacted 4 times at 
the Sri Aurobindo Ashram theatre: 

1. on 1.12.1954 
2. on 1.12.1966 
3. on 1.12.1982  
4. on 1.12.1993 

 
The following persons played the part of Polydaon: 
 

a. In 1954 - Richard Pearson 
b. In 1966 - Kanu Sarkar 
c. In 1982 - Victor Jauhar 
d. In 1993 – Manoj Das Gupta 

Pictures from the Sri Aurobindo Ashram Bulletin included below provide the unquestionable 
proof. 

Manoj Das Gupta played the part of Polydaon in 1993, more than 20 years after the Mother’s 
physical departure. Therefore, The Mother could not have said those things about him in 
relation to his role as Polydaon that Sraddhalu is alleging. 

The information that Sraddhalu is spreading about this incident is therefore absolutely 
false and based or rumours that are merely meant to malign Manoj Das Gupta and the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram.  

The fact that Sraddhalu is spreading rumours knowingly and deliberately clearly reveals his 
intention to malign and defame Manoj Das Gupta and other members of the Sri Aurobindo 
Ashram even if it as the cost of knowingly telling and repeating lies. 

As Sraddhalu’s lies and intentions have been exposed, it is hoped that he will issue a formal 
apology to all the members of the various centers where he has been deliberately spreading such 
lies. He owes at least an apology to all those who have given to him their trust, good-will and 
time in the name of the Sri Aurobindo, The Mother and their Ashram.   
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Sri Aurobindo Ashram Bulletin Issue of Feb 1955 (containing images of 1.12.1954): 
Due to the poor quality of the images Richard who is playing the part of Polydaon cannot be 
identified. But it is confirmed that Richard played the part of Polydaon that year. 
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Sri Aurobindo Ashram Bulletin Issue of Feb 1967 (containing images of 1.12.1966): 
Kanu playing the part of Polydaon. 
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Sri Aurobindo Ashram Bulletin Issue of Feb 1983 (containing images of 1.12.1982): 
Victor playing the part of Polydaon. 

 
 
Sri Aurobindo Ashram Bulletin Issue of Feb 1994 (containing images of 1.12.1993): 
Manoj (Das Gupta) playing the part of Polydaon. 

 


