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….fearing nothing. When our ancients explored every facet of life, without exception and in each 

field they mastered all the foundation of the spiritual truth. So you can even see in something like 

martial arts where you fight with weapons, war, it still has as its foundation, a spiritual realization 

and as its culmination a spiritual realization. Nothing in India, from the arts, sciences, linguistics, 

philosophies, nothing is separate from spirit. All is founded on spirit and leads to spiritual realization 

and that’s what made India great. It was when India turned away from this that the downfall began. 

And Sri Aurobindo points squarely to Buddhism and Mayavad. Because in the Buddhist realization, 

the solution to life’s problem was a withdrawal from life, because life as it is cannot be changed, this 

was his realization. Mayavad of Shankara took this same idea in an different way, the difference was 

it said life itself is an illusion, the reality is blissful, but still the conclusion remained that you have to 

withdraw from the illusion into the reality beyond. ‘Brahmam Satyam Jagat Mithya’. The word 

mithya is translated in various ways by different people but the point still remains you have to 

withdraw from life. With that, the decline of India began. Because Sri Aurobindo says the most 

powerful minds, the most creative genius turned away and abandoned life. What happens to life? It 

becomes impoverished and eventually becomes weak and as India became weak the invasions could 

begin. Till then all attempts of invasions failed. And Sri Aurobindo points to the beginning of the 

invasions and says if not for the invasions India would have become a nation of monks. But that was 

not India’s destiny, it is not the future of humanity that everyone should become monks and abandon 

life. So the shock of the invasions was what brought us back to the reality of matter,  for survival. 

We have this famous story of the Peshwa in Maharastra where the invaders were coming in and the 

news came to the Peshwa, oh they are coming in now, they are in the the outskirts of the town, He 

says “what is there and what they will take, it is all katchda (rubbish), let them take it.” So news next 

comes that they have entered the palace, they have entered the treasury, “what is there, it is all 

katchda, waste, matter, filthy, dirty, illusory, take it.” Finally they came to him with the sword and 

then he had to beg for his life. He didn’t say life is illusion, let me be killed. That point of shock 

where it hits you, pains you, your survival is at stake, that’s the point of shock where you realize oh, 

that spirituality is not the real spirituality, it is a fantasy. Life is real. It is as real as spirit and it is 

fulfillment of spirit in life which is the purpose of this whole cosmos. 
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00.09.35  

 

I point to this because especially in the last 100 years, in India, there is this huge confusion, even in 

our own tradition, in spite of all that Sri Aurobindo and the Mother have said again and again we 

find people bringing those ascetic ideals to say that spirituality means you do nothing, let the Divine 

do everything, especially when there is a crisis the side which is causing the problem will happily 

tell you, you should be detached, why are you affected? Let it be, Mother will take care of it and we 

have heard this recently as you know there was this problem with the book that Peter Heehs brought 

out. We have been told this repeatedly, Mother will take care of it, Mother will solve the problem, 

Mother will take care of things, why are you worried, you should not do anything, keep quiet and 

turn your mind away. 

 

00.10.37  

 

The same question could be asked, when your own life is in danger do you make effort or do you sit 

back and say Mother will take care? The same people who have been saying that do not take action 

are the people who have taken action when they were in danger. Worse, they actually tell you that 

this is spirituality, to do nothing and sit back. But take to its logical conclusion, when you are hungry 

why don’t you sit back and say Mother will take care of it, she will feed me. Even the food is placed 

before me, she will put the spoon in my mouth, I don’t have to do anything, why do they take the 

trouble to eat? If somebody puts a knife to your head why do you take the trouble to defend 

yourself? Obviously there is a contradiction. There is a very clear letter of Sri Aurobindo where he 

takes up this issue. And in the same context, Sahana Di as you know was a young girl who had come 

to the Ashram and as a young girl she met many people, saw many things, heard many things and 

strangely enough she heard people criticizing Sri Aurobindo and The Mother. She was very 

disturbed, as a young girl she could not contain herself she would scold and she would shout. And 

somebody told her this, ‘Array, you should be in equality, you should have Samata, you should not 

be disturbed’, so she wrote a letter to Sri Aurobindo, she says: 

 

00.12.02  

 

“If we find someone standing against a truth and attacking it by using falsehood as its means, what 

in that case should be the mental attitude of the Sadhak? Should he practice his Yogic equality, be 

indifferent or lift his sword against the falsehood?” The question came up because some person 

wrote a letter attacking The Mother and Sri Aurobindo. “We were much excited by it and hotly 

discussed what our attitude should be. So I wrote to Sri Aurobindo in order to know his opinion and 

he wrote back the following.” Sri Aurobindo’s letter, I won’t read the whole but I will read a few 

lines, he says ‘No doubt, hatred and cursing are not the proper attitude. It is true also that to look 

upon all things and all people with a calm and clear vision, to be uninvolved and impartial in one’s 

judgments is a quite proper Yogic attitude, a condition of perfect Samata can be established’, he 

says, the question is, ‘Whether this is all that is demanded from us’? And then he says, that 

“Bhagavat Gita strongly insists on a perfect absolute Samata and goes on to say fight destroy the 

adversary, conquer.” So, on one side is Samata and the other side is fight, destroy the adversary and 

conquer. If there is no kind of general action wanted, no loyalty to truth as against falsehood then 

Samata and all indifference will suffice. But here, her meaning, in the Ashram and by Ashram is 

meant every space that is dedicated for Sri Aurobindo’s realization, including the space, including 
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our hearts and minds. But here, there is a work to be done, a truth to be established against which 

immense forces are arranged, invisible forces, which can use visible things and persons and actions 

for their instruments. If one is among the disciples, the seekers of this truth, one has to take sides for 

the truth, to stand against the forces that attack it and seek to stifle it. See the very important 

statement “One has to take sides with the truth, against the forces which want to destroy the truth” 

and then he says therefore to tak and he quotes Sri Krishna and says, “Have Samata and seeing 

clearly the truth, fight !” this is a quote from Sri Krishna, then he says “Therefore to take sides with 

the truth and refuse to concede anything to the falsehood that attacks, to be unflinchingly loyal and 

against the hostiles and attackers is not inconsistent with the equality”, that is, one side you must 

have equality and the other side unflinching loyal to Sri Aurobindo, to the truth and take sides with 

the truth against the falsehood which attacks.  

 

00.15.14 

  

And he says, “It is personal and egoistic feeling that has to be thrown away, hatred and vital ill will 

have to be rejected, but loyalty and refusal to compromise with the assailants and hostiles or to dally 

with their ideas and demands, after all we can compromise with what they ask of us, or to accept 

them as companions and our own people, these things have a great importance.” Then he says, ‘If 

the attack were a physical menace to the work and the leaders and doers of the work one would see 

this at once.” Now imagine a situation where we are sitting like this, before Sri Aurobindo and The 

Mother and some mad man gets up takes out a knife and rushes to attack Sri Aurobindo, what will 

you do? Will you sit back and say arrey, I am sitting in Samata. Will you say Mother you come and 

save Sri Aurobindo, you do your work, Sri Aurobindo save yourself, we don’t need you, you don’t 

need us, you are all God anyway, will you say that? Then why are we sitting with them, why do you 

say you  are his disciple. When Sri Aurobindo is attacked the least you’re required to do is take sides 

with the truth and if you are Sri Aurobindo’s disciple your side is with Sri Aurobindo and if 

necessary you put yourself in the line of danger, isn’t it? After all what is your life without his? If the 

attack is physical, somebody comes to harm, to destroy, to break, to kill, it's obvious what you have 

to do. But he says, “But because the attack is of a subtler kind, can a passive attitude be right? It is a 

spiritual battle inward and outward, by neutrality and compromise or even passivity one may allow 

the enemy forces to pass and crush down the truth and its children.” So when the attack comes you 

sit back and say arrey, it is alright I am in Samata and I am not bothered, well the falsehood will 

come and crush the truth. You cannot be neutral, you cannot be passive. And if you look at this from 

this point you will see that if the inner spiritual equality is right the active loyalty and firm taking of 

sides is as right. 

 

00.17.55 

 

So then ther are other things which are from the Mother where she says, you will see later, when in 

1965 the Ashram was physically attacked, you know that, there was an anti-Hindi agitation and 

obviously we say the forces have used that agitation to turn it against the Ashram itself. Mother had 

organized three layers of protection; there were scouts on the roof tops of all the buildings, 

communicating with each other to warn when the crowds were coming to attack. All the Ashramites 

who were vulnerable were asked to shift to the playground; second ring was people on the ground, at 

corners of streets, critical points especially surrounding the Ashram main building, ready to fight. 

And there was one special force, one special group of young people who was given the authority to 
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do whatever is necessary to protect the Ashram. And as you know it was at times physical battle, for 

what? Why didn’t Mother say arrey, we are all here for Samata let them come, let them walk in, let 

them destroy, what does it matter? What were you fighting for? Holding the physical building of the 

Ashram in place, the physical Samadhi? Obviously there is something else of which the physical 

building is an enclosing space, the great spiritual truth and power which has been established. In the 

Life Divine Sri Aurobindo writes of how this attack will take place. Even in his other writings 

particularly in the foundations of Indian culture he actually warns you, be careful not to give away 

all the secrets of the Indian traditions to the West too soon because they will usurp those truths, 

pervert them and destroy you.  

 

00.20.01 

 

All this he has warned. In the Life Divine particularly in the last 2 chapters he is describing the 

Gnostic community, the spiritual community aspiring to realize the Supramental consciousness and 

found itself on that, and aspiring, I don’t say we have reached it, we are aspiring as a community. 

But as an aspiring community he says first, the Gnostic community will face hostile attacks from 

outside because everything in the universe is arranged against, to oppose the Supramental truth, 

everything, and they don’t want even a small success. Sri Aurobindo says in the one of the letters, 

even if one man succeeds significantly it will change the whole universal condition and therefore all 

these hostile forces are arranged to attack that. What that means practically, even if one Sadhak were 

to reach a sufficiently great height he would come under massive attack. He actually writes of this in 

a different context when you open to the cosmic consciousness you will say arrey that is a wonderful 

experience we are now one with the universe. He says no, there are three great dangers and one of 

the dangers is you may be open to attacks from cosmic forces. The battle actually becomes bigger. 

But in the Life Divine he says, so first there will be the attack from outside for the Gnostic 

community, when that attack fails then the most dangerous form of the attack will be when the 

hostile forces say, now we accept your truth, we want to join you and they enter and from inside they 

destroy. This is the most dangerous form of the attack, it says. And it is this kind of an attack which 

we have recently experienced in these events of the last 4 years. Sri Aurobindo's spirituality, he calls 

affirmative spirituality because it affirms life but the moment you affirm and try to transform life 

you come under this assault whereas the other ascetic spirituality which withdraws from life the 

Asuras say, Oh this person doesn’t matter, let him go away, the world is left to us, we can do what 

we like.  

 

00.22.25 

 

In fact, Sri Aurobindo points out because of the ascetic phase we threw away money, we threw away 

power, Asura took it and today money and power are not in the Divine’s hands and we have to 

reconquer them from the Asura. So the ascetic phase has been completed, we are turning once again 

to the affirmative phase of spirituality with Sri Aurobindo but with it comes this huge problem of a 

massive opposition which was not there during the ascetic phase. Now, this opposition in our case at 

the Ashram has taken on this form which I want to describe in more detail, for 2 reasons, one, you 

should know, because as long as you don’t know you are vulnerable, if you know what is happening 

then at least you know what can be done and you can be vigilant. The second is, because the matter 

has reached a point where it is hitting the public, you will hear things maybe you have already seen 

things in the media and people will ask you questions and you should know what the facts are. But 
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most importantly as far as I am concerned is the necessity for a collective action to protect what Sri 

Aurobindo and The Mother have built up. And to me the Ashram is this significant representation of 

the world as a focal point of evolution. Wherever the battle take place in the world it is represented 

in the Ashram. And if in the Ashram the battle can be won it will have its ripple effect all over.  

 

00.24.14  

 

That’s why it is important for us to concentrate on this. The form in which this battle has come is 

exactly what Sri Aurobindo described in the Life Divine. The force from outside  got in, came in 

saying “I have come here to serve, to help, to learn, to practice Sri Aurobindo’s yoga'” but having 

gotten in it started perverting and one of the forms, and I'm not saying that he is the only person, the 

force could come into any person who is open to it, but the  significant forms  was through this 

personality of Peter Heehs who came to the Ashram in 1971 as a drug addict who was a taxi driver 

in New York and a school dropout. He had no academic background of anything. Pranab-da told us 

this that he came to him and said “I have this drug addiction and I need help to be free'”, he had read 

about Sri Aurobindo and was interested in those ideas. Pranab-da helped him to get free of the drug 

addiction but he was given work, what work will he do? the man has  no competence so at that time 

there was lot of preparation of Sri Aurobindo’s collected works, people had do proof reading. So 

they said you know English, fine help in the proof reading. So he was one of 40 people. Independent 

of all that the Ashram Archives had been started to preserve Sri Aurobindo’s documents and 

Jayanthilal was handling both projects, so later after Mother had left her body the proof reading of 

the Collected Works was completed or some of it which was left was merged into the Archives. So 

Peter along with all these 40 people got merged but the founders of the archives were Jayantilal and 

others. 

 

00.26.02  

 

Later Peter has claimed he was founder and therefore what he writes is more important but it is false. 

In the Archives what Peter did, he started a research section and the idea of the research for him was 

to question Sri Aurobindo, to doubt Sri Aurobindo, to try to prove that Sri Aurobindo was wrong. 

The first article he brought out in 1976 was to prove that the place which is Sri Aurobindo’s birth 

place is not his birth place. Now Mother has said it is, Mother has confirmed. But this man now 

comes and tries to confuse people with some out of context quotations and says it is not. This was 

published in Ashram’s journal. Immediately the people in Calcutta who had the facts wrote an article 

countering all this saying, you are factually wrong, these are the facts. But that article never 

appeared in the Ashram’s journal and if somebody asks what does the Ashram say? they will read 

only Peter’s views but they will not know the counter, to this day. But the same thing continued and 

became worse. In the series of articles from 1982 onwards Peter began to explore Sri Aurobindo life 

with some negative twist and in the  series from 1984 to 85,86 he was actually questioning has Sri 

Aurobindo lied about his life, has he perhaps forgotten, did he lose his memory? Was he trying to 

hide facts from others? Did he have something to hide? What secret is there? This is perverse 

speculation and about what? Sri Aurobindo, when he left for Chandanagore received an Adesh, he 

followed the Adesh and he says that's all he did. Somebody who was not present who did not even 

see Sri Aurobindo personally wrote a biography where he said Sri Aurobindo met Sister Niveditha 

and then went to Chandanagore. That fellow knew nothing, so when the facts were checked and an 

official biography of Sri Aurobindo was being written people asked Sri Aurobindo, are these facts 
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correct, are those facts correct and Sri Aurobindo corrected the facts. In this case he said 'I didn’t 

meet her, I went straight to Chandanagore' and not once, 6 times over 10 years the same question is 

put, each time consistently Sri Aurobindo says “No, I did not meet her, I went straight according to 

the Adesh.” Peter documents these, documents one man who was never present and who didn’t 

know Sri Aurobindo, writing some nonsense and then says how do we solve this problem? Perhaps 

Sri Aurobindo lied. What would you say, you’d say this fellow didn’t know it is so simple, perhaps 

Sri Aurobindo lied, perhaps he lost his memory with age, perhaps he was trying to hide things, this is 

perverse. And these articles were appearing in the Ashram’s journal. Jugal Kishore Mukherjee the 

head of Ashram’s college was deeply disturbed. He was one of the very few who was reading these 

articles otherwise most people did not bother. So he wrote a 10 page letter to the Trustees saying 

look this is not acceptable. Point by point all the distortions, this is one example, there were many, 

point by point he exposed all the distortions with the actual facts and says if you want to wrote this 

kind of nonsense let them do it outside but not in the Ashram and let it not be published in the 

Ashram journal because then it goes into the public. So the Trustees gave that letter to Peter and said 

you write what you want, you answer it. Peter wrote something that Jayantilal passed on to the 

Trustees under his name  

 

00.29.50  

 

saying that I am a researcher, I am not a devotee or disciple. So as a scholar and researcher, now 

suddenly he has become a scholar, I have to be objective and I have to question Sri Aurobindo. Jugal 

da wrote a 2
nd

  letter saying, look you want to do this kind of questioning and doubting of the guru if 

you are not a disciple you please leave, do it outside, don’t do it in the Ashram and not in the 

Ashram journal. He told the Trustees,  he wrote in that letter, if you don’t take action now 20 years 

from now this thing will come back to haunt you because it will become the norm in public. And 

exactly 20 years later we see this book has come out. What the Trustees did they told Peter be 

careful tone down your language and before each article put two lines which say these are personal 

views of Peter and do not represent the official views of anybody. But he continued to write the kind 

of nonsense. I was working in the archives from 1989 onwards and I have seen personally what was 

happening there. In 1991 Peter wrote a book on the India’s freedom struggle. India’s freedom 

struggle, where would you find Sri Aurobindo in it? From the very beginning practically. What role 

does he play? The most significant role because he turned the whole direction of the freedom 

struggle, but in Peter’s book there is no mention of Sri Aurobindo. Except, one line, one sentence 

and that one sentence says terrorists like Aurobindo Ghosh and Barin Ghosh. Sri Aurobindo is 

labeled a terrorist and that his only contribution in the freedom struggle was that he was  a terrorist. 

People were disturbed but see unfortunately in our Ashram over the years the value of thought has 

been suppressed. People have been told do your work, don’t think, don’t talk, that is not the right 

way. If thinking was not to be accepted then Sri Aurobindo would not have spent so much trouble 

arguing each point logically. Now that’s a different discussion. Then 1997 Peter wrote another 

article called ‘Mysticism, Genius and Madness’, published in the USA in the psycho history journal 

where he writes so far in the west people have studied mad people only from the west for their 

spiritual experience and that I'm the  first to study an easterner who is mad and with spiritual 

tendency and that is Sri Aurobindo.  

 

00.32.40 
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And in a 26 page article almost 10 pages are dedicated to tables listing symptoms of schizophrenia 

from people, lunatics who are locked up in the west and comparing them with statements from Sri 

Aurobindo, matching them one to one to show that Sri Aurobindo has the same symptoms of 

schizophrenia and madness. How does he do this? It is very cleverly done. So one of the symptoms 

of schizophrenia is that you lose sense of your body. You start seeing things, you hear voices, you 

see pictures so he quotes from Sri Aurobindo's diary notes from his poetry, from his letters and from 

poetry you can take anything. In poetry we may have written ourselves as children would say, I was 

so happy I was floating on the cloud. If we take that out of context then you say arrey, he is 

schizophrenic. So in one of the poems of Sri Aurobindo, which describes cosmic consciousness he 

says Arcturus and Belfagor are within me, Arcturus and Belfagor are the huge stars, gigantic stars, 

millions of times bigger than our sun and they are within me, this is cosmic consciousness. He 

quotes that out of context not saying it is poetry, it is symptoms of schizophrenia, madness. And at 

the end of the whole article he says “The sign of a spiritual experience is that when the symptoms of 

schizophrenia and madness are controlled and you are allowed to continue your normal life  

parallelly with the schizophrenia, that is mysticism and spirituality and Sri Aurobindo managed to 

control his symptoms very well.” This is his conclusion. Now this is the thinking which is purely 

Freudian thinking. Sri Aurobindo has spoken of Freudian teaching as dark psychology and Peter is 

using all that, publishing in the west secretly, not so secret in this case, there are many other articles 

we have not got copy of. But this article also we didn’t know but it was listed by the Ashram 

Trustees in the Ashram’s annual research report to the Government of India. 

 

00.34.57  

 

And against the article’s title the Trustees have written ‘This is original historical research done in 

the Ashram’. A historical research done in the Ashram to prove Sri Aurobindo was schizophrenic! 

And this report is to the Government of India! We didn't know all this. We came to know only after 

this book came out and we started digging to see what is the background, where did all this appear 

suddenly and we discovered this. In 2003, a mini crisis happened in the archives; that documents 

relating to Sri Aurobindo life had appeared in articles outside in the USA, documents which were 

supposed to be confidential. And everybody knew it was Peter Heehs who had stolen the documents. 

So the Trustees actually passed a note in the archives without naming Peter, they said “nobody in the 

Archive is supposed to use materials without permission’. That was in 2003, but in 2008 when this 

book came out all the material of all the research of all the archives for 40 years had been stolen by 

Peter and  sold off to Columbia University Press. He has made money on it and he has claimed 

copyright on all those things and ownership of all those things, selling it to Columbia University 

Press and he said it is my original research. Imagine somebody is working in Microsoft, he has 

access to all the research of 100 people making this software, he copies the CD sells it to someone 

else and say this is my original research what will you call him, thief, criminal? In fact, Pranab Da 

took these facts, placed it before lawyers. He got a recommendation from them saying these are all 

the grounds on which you can make a criminal acts for stealing copyrights, stealing property etc, etc. 

 

00.36.57 

 

Two full pages and for the Trustees to remain silent when Ashram property is stolen and sold for 

personal profit makes them culpable. So even those facts are written and all this Pranab-da gave to 

the Trustees and said please take action. The Managing Trustee wrote back saying if you think that 
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legal action is necessary I am game for it. But of course he did nothing. But the interesting thing is in 

all this we had  not yet read the book we knew something had  gone wrong, we started reading and 

bit by bit the full impact of this hit us. Manoj Das, scholar, we know his name,  very famous man, 

Sahitya Academy award winner and a former communist leader who left that life to join the Ashram. 

He read the book and was so shocked, he made notes where he marked 90 passages which he said  

were damaging Sri Aurobindo, harmful to the Ashram. He was so disturbed he called the Trustees to 

a meeting because he was a former Trustee of the Ashram, he called all the Trustees for a meeting, 

read out each passage and he explained how it is damaging, how it is distorted and perverted. After 

that meeting he came to me and said they are convinced, they have understood, they will take action. 

I asked how many days? he said 2 or 3 days. Nothing happened. I am giving his name first because it 

is so dramatic, 90 passages he found. My own experience was in each page there were at least one or 

2 minor or major distortions. Quotes out of context, quotation marks around the whole conversation 

of Sri Aurobindo, you look up the reference, it is all false. He is inventing quotations from Sri 

Aurobindo, the references totally different. Various types of things where facts have been hidden or 

placed in different placed to show a totally opposite outcome. I will give you an example. You know 

of Sri Aurobindo’s role in the Surat Congress, how he broke the Congress and the split took place 

and the whole freedom struggle took a different direction. Peter writes of that event, what does Peter 

write? Sri Aurobindo was there in the Surat congress and as he walked away from the Congress, 

somebody shouted at him ‘Aurobindo, go eat Thilak’s shit’. That’s it, nothing else. This is all that 

happened in Surat Congress. Then Peter writes, later Aurobindo claimed that he was responsible for 

this split. Later he claimed that means it is is not true. And then Peter adds but to anybody who sees 

the events of history it is obvious the split would have happened anyway with or without Sri 

Aurobindo. 

 

00.39.53 

 

What is he saying? He is saying that the relationship people had to Sri Aurobindo was that they  

looked down on  him and said he should go and eat shit. He did nothing later, he claimed a credit for 

something which he had not done which was totally unnecessary. This is what he is saying. He does 

not mention that immediately after the Congress when people knew Sri Aurobindo had engineered 

the split, people were so happy they came out into the streets put him on a chariot and human beings 

pulled the chariot through all the roads. This incident is not mentioned because it would go counter 

to the idea that he is creating that Sri Aurobindo has nothing to do with the Congress. But this 

incident, he cuts away from the event, puts it out of context somewhere else where he is trying to 

show that Sri Aurobindo had no credibility and but he built up a fantasy and an image and a 

legendary image. And he puts this incident there to show how people went mad and they got carried 

away with some idea of his legendary name. See in this way by splitting, putting them and arranging 

in such a way each event of Sri Aurobindo’s life has been deprecated, weakened or turned to appear 

to be false. When Sri Aurobindo failed the riding test he told a series of lies, which lies? No 

reference, no footnotes and I'm pointing to just a few indications. But one which will shock you 

perhaps is there is a quote from Sri Aurobindo where he writes a letter to the Maharaja of Baroda 

where he says “I must leave immediately for Calcutta on a matter which cannot wait a moments 

delay” now what would you think the letter is about? Maybe somebody has fallen sick seriously, 

remember at that time Sri Aurobindo was orchestrating the whole freedom struggle and the 

underground movement, maybe there was a crisis there? Maybe he must go because there is major 

correction, reorganization necessary, somebody may have died in the freedom struggle or in the 
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family, anything is possible. What does Peter do? He puts the quote mark ‘dash’ obviously he was in 

a hurry to get married. He cannot wait for a moment’s delay, in a hurry to get married. What image 

does it create of a person? He is so tense he is so much in an anxiety he wants to get married. He 

cannot wait a moment’s delay he must go Calcutta and get married. What are the facts? Sri 

Aurobindo got married one year later. So obviously this has nothing to do with marriage. But Peter 

uses this to start the discussion on the marriage, does not tell you that he got married a year later. 

And what does he say ? He married a girl who was all of 12 years, half his age. All of 12 years is a 

way of ridiculing without explaining that in those days you could not find a girl after age 13 they 

were married at the age of 12. He does not explain the social context of the invasion in which this 

became the norm to protect women. Nothing is explained, he just puts it like that and he claims that 

it was written for westerners so if it is for westerners shouldn’t he be explaining?  He doesn’t. 

Instead he twists the whole thing and says obviously she was not ready for a married life and 

Aurobindo must have controlled his sexual impulses by methods learnt from the Greek or developed 

by himself. 

 

00.43.26 

 

Consider why does he have to bring in the perverse impulse, perverse idea? If at all this was the 

reason for Sri Aurobindo to get married he would have married a girl who is older. What’s the big 

deal? In those days when people got married it was a very different framework. And as you know it 

is documented that for a long time his sister was staying with his wife separately until she became 

old enough. This was the norm socially but none of this is explained. Instead he starts focusing on 

Sri Aurobindo's supposedly sexual frustration and builds on that in the whole book, why? Because 

that is the whole of the Freudian psychology. Remember that article of 97 basically says that when 

people are sexually frustrated it leads to madness and that becomes spiritual experience. So he’s 

building documentation to prove that madness and that perversion. In this way, bit by bit he distorts 

each event of Sri Aurobindo’s life, nothing is left untouched. Even to the point where he creates an 

image of romance between Sri Aurobindo and Mother, creates an illusion as if Sri Aurobindo is 

lying about his spiritual experiences, that Supramental was never reached and it was a fantasy of his 

mind. All of this is the content of the book. The last paragraph actually says, last but one para, we do 

not know if Sri Aurobindo, Aurobindo ever reached the Supermind there is  nobody left alive who 

can vouch for the fact that he reached it or not. Total falsehood! Sri Aurobindo has documented his 

Supramental experiences in his diary notes of 1911, 1912, 1913, 14. By 1914 he was stable in the 

Supramental consciousness and he had begun to bring it down to transform the mind vital and 

physical. After 1926 he was bringing it into the physical to establish in it the physical 

transformation. 

 

00.45.24 

 

You cannot be doing this without having reached it in the first case, isn’t it? And all of this is 

documented by Sri Aurobindo by Mother, none of that is quoted. Instead the diary notes of 1911 and 

12 where he is making that ascent, before he is stable in it. That he quotes after 1926. Now suppose I 

took your, let’s take Einstein, I took Einstein’s notebook when he was 5 years old doing mathematics 

and making mistakes and I presented it as mathematics when he was 50 years old,. What will 

happen? As if the fellow has low maths. So this is what he has done. He has taken diary notes before 

he has risen to Supermind and quotes it after 1926 and says after 1926 he began ascent to the 
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Supermind. This is deliberate deception of the reader. And there are quotations as I have said which 

have no reference which are completely false or of quotations were referenced, the text are different. 

One example, he is trying to show that Mother and Sri Aurobindo had romance. So Paul Richard 

attacked the Mother, why? He went to Sri Aurobindo, as Peter writes, Aurobindo and said what is 

your relationship with Mother? Sri Aurobindo in quote marks and it is false and I am telling before I 

quote, false, “She can have whatever she wants from me”. So if she wants, Paul Richard asks, if she 

wants to get married to you’, Sri Aurobindo says “Yes, if she wants she can marry me”. This is all 

put in quote marks. There is a footnote reference check it out. The reference is from a diary note of 

Sri AB Purani, where he writes “when Paul Richard asked Sri Aurobindo what is the relationship 

with Mother, Sri Aurobindo said quoting from the Bhagavat Gita, “Ye Atha Mam Prapatyanthe”, 

you remember, as a disciple approaches me so I respond to him. Noe tell me what does this mean? 

What is the relationship, of a disciple, obviously, what this has got to do with marriage? Is there 

even a hint of marriage in this? The entire quotation is fictitious and invented to create an image of 

romance. And then he says Paul Richard was afterwards heard muttering ‘Satta Poyichi’ , means I 

have died and then he …left. The whole section ends there dramatically. Fact, later Dilip Kumar Roy 

met Paul Richard, Paul Richard told him I have missed the greatest of opportunity of my life, I could 

not accept Sri Aurobindo as my Guru. So I left. Now, what has this got to do with romance with 

Mother? Nothing. Mother has said, documented, in her own words, Paul Richard attacked her 

because he said you should accept him as the Guru, as the Avatar and not Sri Aurobindo and Mother 

said no Sri Aurobindo is the Avatar you are not the Avatar, where is romance in this? All false! The 

issue was who was the Avatar. Paul Richard wanted to be treated as an Avatar by Mother, Mother 

refused so he attacked her and tried to squeeze her neck. She called out Sri Aurobindo’s name and 

immediately his hands froze, he couldn’t move. 

 

00.48.46 

 

This is the incident, where is romance in all this? But Peter, he invents a fantasy of romance by 

inventing quotations and creates this illusion. I am giving you these as some significant, particularly 

perverse distortions, but there are many like this. The most serious for me is his attempt to prove that 

Sri Aurobindo never reached Supermind and that he lied about his spiritual experiences and how 

does he do that? He quotes from Nirod-da, saying Nirod-da asked how is your progress in sadhana? 

Sri Aurobindo says “I am making zigzag progress like lightening”, what does it mean? Very fast. 

Then Peter writes, but Aurobindo claimed the same thing in 1926, 27, 28, 29, no footnotes, no 

reference it is all his fantasy, Sri Aurobindo never claimed anything like this. Then Peter writes, 

therefore we can conclude that he made no progress at all. Sri Aurobindo is saying I am progressing, 

a zigzag progress like lightening, Peter says therefore we can conclude that he made no progress. 

Meaning? he is lying. He doesn’t say Sri Aurobindo is lying because then he will be kicked. He used 

evidence that he is lying which is false evidence and then walks away. This kind of game is there 

throughout the book and we were all shocked. First letter came from Alok Pandey. I want to point 

out one thing important. You see the Trustees were protecting Peter, will give you quotations from 

many so called scholars and readers who say the book is wonderful, it is great, it is so nice. Who are 

these readers? Mostly westerners who do not know anything about Sri Aurobindo. Who do not know 

any facts, you read the book, you see footnotes, you don’t check it. You will believe the author. 

 

00.50.31 
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Isn't it, if he has put quote marks obviously it must be true there must have been romance; you didn’t 

not check the footnotes. So all of these westerners who have no idea, they say it is wonderful or 

scholars like Promila Thapar and Ramachandra Guha who are critics of Sri Aurobindo they say it is 

wonderful because they are Freudian scholars and they want to hear all these things. But everybody 

who is a true scholar of Sri Aurobindo has criticized the book. It started with Alok Pandey,  Anand 

Reddy joined, you know Anand Reddy? R.Y Deshpande criticized the book, Prof Kittu Reddy 

criticized the book. One by one Manoj Das 90 passages. I myself, when I first read the book, it was 

very disturbing. But what I discovered then was, it is not just the book, there is a whole group of 

people who are behind the book and Peter is only their front. It was quite an extraordinary 

experience when I discovered all that and I wrote of that to the Trustees and I thought that if I give 

this evidence immediately they will understand. I will tell you what I discovered. Peter is being 

funded by an American called Jeffrey Kripal and his colleagues Micheal Murphy. Now this name 

many of you may not know, this Jeffrey Kripal wrote a book against Ramakrishna Paramahansa in 

1995, exactly the same distortions, trying to prove exactly the same perversions. And in 1995 the 

book which he published is called ‘Kali’s Child’ in which he proves by false quotations and 

distortions, he has one advantage, he takes Bengali and translates into English. And no European or 

American knows Bengali so he can make up any translation and get away with it. So using this 

perverted translation he proves and I am giving quote marks that “Ramakrishna Paramahansa was a 

homosexual, pedophile and auto erotic” I had to look up the words. He is saying that he had a 

homosexual relation with Swami Vivekananda. How? Ramakrishna says to Swami Vivekananda and 

it is a spiritual experience, spiritual power, I pour myself into you and he blesses him, I pour more of 

myself into you, arrey,  see it is a homosexual relationship. Ramakrishna Paramahansa is gazing at a 

beautiful scene and a young boy is tending cows in the fields and the boy stops to rest and he places 

his head against the tree in the tribhanga pose of Sri Krishna. Ramakrishna looks at him; he 

remembers Sri Krishna and goes into a trance. 

 

00.53.16 

 

Jeffrey Kripal says “see a pedophile”. This is scholarship. When you see a book like that what do 

you say? Filthy, throw it in the gutter, forget it. That’s what Ramakrishna Mission did.. Nobody will 

read this kind of trash. If we speak out against it we will give it publicity so keep silent. What was 

the result? The people who made the book, who promoted it, they gave money and gave that book 

the best book of the year award. Immediately it went to the mass mailing list to all the universities, 

colleges, came in the New York Times best seller list, everybody’s buying it now. And nobody has 

said it is wrong. Ramakrishna Mission has kept silent, that means it must be true and not only in 

1995, 96,97, 2000, 03 nobody has written anything about it except one day Rajeev Malhotra 

published something on his website but Ramakrishna Mission spoke nothing about it. After Peter’s 

book came out in 2008, 2 years later I met the head of the Ramakrishna Mission in some program 

where I told him well, we have got the same thing now in our Ashram and I asked him have you 

people written anything against the book? He said 2 of our monks are writing something now, it will 

publish it next year, I don’t know if it has come out. 15 years too late, by then everybody who had 

read the book was quoting from it and all new books referring to Ramakrishna’s life quote from it 

and say this is true. I have read another book by a very genuine man; he writes Ramakrishna 

celebrated his sexuality. Why? Because Ramakrishna Mission did not counter the book. So with 

Peter’s book we decided we will not sit silent. From the first day we started exposing all the factual 

distortions but Jeffery Kirpal’s connection, I want to tell you. So this book came out in 1995. Jeffrey 
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Kripal is now a famous man; he has got the best book of the year award. One day in 1997 at 

midnight he gets a phone call from Michael Murphy. He calls him up and says I am so excited by 

reading your book, I can’t stop and I can’t wait, I am sorry I have to wake you up in the middle of 

the night and I want to ask you to join me now to study Sri Aurobindo. See the mischief. Who is this 

Michael Murphy who wants to do this same harm to Sri Aurobindo? This is an American, as a young 

boy at the age of 21 in some university had heard something about Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy, he 

was excited by the idea of physical transformation, he came to the Ashram, he lived there 9 months 

and recounting his experiences there, he says “Mother used to tell me I am working through you and 

I'm using spiritual force but I felt nothing, I realized Mother knew nothing about psychiatry and 

psychotherapy.” 

 

00.56.19 

 

This is his reaction. And he left the Ashram in revolt against Mother, in revolt against Sri Aurobindo 

and he writes this in his book that Sri Aurobindo gave himself more authority than he deserved. 

Mother was a tyrant' she was dominating; she did not allow freedom for us. What freedom did you 

want? He was having affairs with girls in the Ashram school. So they had to tell him, look this is not 

acceptable in the Ashram. So he left. That was the freedom he wanted. One of the girls with whom 

he was having affair is now prominent in Auroville and she invited him to become member of the 

Auroville International Board! He introduced her in a public meeting,” this is my high school sweet 

heart.” I don’t have to take names but this is the background of Michael Murphy and in his own 

biography he writes that he came back to the US in a state of revolt and decided I will create an 

Ashram where nobody will hold the flag. What does that mean? He himself of course becomes the 

Guru. So he created this institution called Esalen which  for 20 years was well known for hippies 

going to that place, for having drugs and having baths in public, in groups and all kinds of things. 

This is Esalen. This man took all the key ideas from Sri Aurobindo, key words of transformation,  

integral yoga and all that and built his own teaching, which is fine, let them use all that, let him not 

criticize Sri Aurobindo. Even that I will not worryif he is criticizing from outside. He then chooses 

to fund people to criticize Sri Aurobindo. That is not acceptable in the Ashram. So what happened? 

This man calls up Jeffrey Kirpal and says you join me now to study Sri Aurobindo. On their website 

they have written, you can still see it here, he writes to this end; that  to study Sri Aurobindo,  we 

have aligned ourselves with 2 American working in the Ashram Archives, Peter Heehs and Richard 

Hartz and we are funding them. I have it on a video where he says repeatedly we are funding them 

and explains what they are funding them for. The book of Peter is the outcome of the funding. 

Richard Hartz is Peter's colleague who is doing similar mischief like Jeffrey Kirpal or under his 

instruction documenting that, proving that Sri Aurobindo's teaching is different from his own 

practice. This is what Jeffrey Kripal did with Ramakrishna . His teaching is different from his 

practice and his practice was tantric and sexual. Same game they are now trying to play with Sri 

Aurobindo. Again this is stated in writing. Richard Hartz recently has an article published in Ahana 

journal from Calcutta, where in the last line of the article he says “Therefore we can conclude that 

Sri Aurobindo’s teaching is different from his practice.” Why are you trying to create this split? 

Because once this split is created you can restate the whole integral yoga and say don’t follow what 

Sri Aurobindo wrote, follow what he practiced which is different and which we will tell you what 

the practice is. 

 

00.59.24 
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And when did that game come? Same Michael Murphy, have it on the video, he says there are 2 

Aurobindos, one is the freedom fighter, the other is the Aurobindo of the Ashramites, both are false. 

The true Aurobindo is the Aurobindo of the Record of Yoga and this is what we have to promote. 

What is this Record of Yoga? It is the diary notes of Sri Aurobindo. Unlike the books of Sri 

Aurobindo where every word is defined and you can’t do mischief, in the diary notes no word is 

defined, there are Sanskrit words, technical words, he has not defined, what he means by those 

words. So it is free space for you to make up your own fantasy. And Richard Hartz is using Record 

of Yoga now to distort Sri Aurobindo’s teaching. How? He takes some technical Sanskrit words and 

gives them a sexual twist, game over. Now Sri Aurobindo’s practice is different from his teaching, 

his practice is tantric sexual, finished. All this we have in written form. I have a letter from Jeffrey 

Kirpal writing to Richard Hartz and Peter Heehs saying I believe Aurobindo was a tantric left hand 

path, etc, etc. All this we have not brought some of it we have not brought in public, many of things 

we have brought in public. I am telling all this to show you this is a direct attack on Sri Aurobindo’s 

teaching, his work and his reputation. There is nothing more direct than this. Just because it is 

couched in sophisticated words does not make it less direct. So when the book came out in 2008 we 

discovered all these things we put the evidence before the Trustees. What would you expect? 

Straight away we tell Peter, look you want to abuse Sri Aurobindo, you want do do this nasty work, 

do it outside don’t do it in our Ashram. Don’t use Sri Aurobindo’s name and Sri Aurobindo’s 

resources to attack him. That’s all we are saying. Instead what have they done? They have turned it 

around and say Oh.. You are trying to stop freedom of speech. That’s the game they play in the 

media. Ok so we went to the Trustees and made this appeal. We expected they will take action, as I 

told you Manoj Das said within 2, 3 days. Nothing happened. One week passed, 2 weeks passed. 

Pranab da was agitated; Pranab da wrote a letter to the Trustees saying please take action 

immediately to protect the Ashram. Hundreds of Ashramites signed it. More were going to sign but 

before that they wanted to give the letter by Monday for the Trustees meeting, so they stopped 

people from signing and gave the letter. What did the Trustees do? Nothing! Another week passed. 

Finally Pranab da said I will take action, if you can’t take action he said, my domain is the physical 

education department, I expel Peter from the physical education department. I can’t control what to 

do in the Ashram but this I can do. He put up a notice on the board and in the notice he wrote 

separately that the book should be withdrawn, copies should be withdrawn and Peter should be 

thrown out of the Ashram. No action from the Trustees. Afterwards when there was so much 

pressure they could not prevent it, they called a special meeting and in that special meeting the 

Managing Trustee Manoj Das Gupta said I will not be party to this decision, I will accept whatever 

you chose and left, which is fine. The other four Trustees who had already heard Manoj Das 

explaining to them all the 95 passages, they started discussing; they came to the conclusion, 3 

decisions. They will remove Peter from the Ashram, they will make up a public announcement that 

the book is factually wrong and they will take whatever steps they can to withdraw the book. 

  

1.03.07 

 

Dilip-da, Dilip Dutta came out from the meeting went to the dispensary; he is head of the medical 

section. He announced to everybody this is what we have decided. By evening everybody knew in 

the Ashram, everybody was relieved and happy, work done, controversy finished. Next morning one 

of the workers in the Ashram went to Manoj Das Gupta and said congratulations, he said for what? 

you finally decided to expel Peter. He got up and said I will not accept this decision. He went to over 
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Dilip Dutta, called all the other Trustees and said withdraw your decision. And at that point the 

whole Ashram went into shock. What do you do now? Why are they behaving like this? We don’t 

know, but it pains us. We weep inside. We weep that Sri Aurobindo is being abused and in his own 

house with his own money which his children have given to the Mother and to him. Using Sri 

Aurobindo's name, using the Ashram’s authority, this abuse is going on, the book is actually 

promoted on the grounds that it is written by the founder of Ashram Archives. And Peter claims in 

the book all previous biographies of Sri Aurobindo are not biographies, they are hagiographies, 

meaning just praising, saying oh he is wonderful, he is wonderful but nothing factually correct. Mine 

is the first biography written by a founder of the Ashram Archives, editor of Sri Aurobindo’s books 

with all documentation from the Archives, the most authentic and rare unpublished manuscripts. 

This is the promotional for the book. Of those unpublished transcripts he has published without 

permission from the Ashram Trust. Anyway, we said we cannot allow this abuse. Worse, within a 

week the Indian edition was going to come out in November 2008. American edition, how many will 

read? 100 people, 200 people? They are not more devotees in America, but in India? Lakhs, millions 

and what a perverse affect it will have on people who read it. Well, we didn’t know what to do. A 

very close friend of mine who is doing business abroad said “I looked into myself in the mirror and I 

was ashamed. Here I am, all this business, his gift from Sri Aurobindo and I can’t do this much.” He 

flew down immediately and said, “I will do whatever it takes, whatever I have received is Sri 

Aurobindo's, I give to him.” He organized the whole arrangement of the legal circumstances, 

finances, everything, he went to the Trustees and said “I understand that you don’t want to go to 

court, we will solve your problem you have to do nothing.” They told him don’t go to court you will 

fail in court and it will be worse for you. So I said don’t worry I know how this can be done. He 

went to Orissa, filed a case and the result was immediately the High Court put a ban, stay on the 

book. To this day the book has not come out. But better still, the Orissa Government, it was a writ 

petition so the Government had to respond, the Orissa Government did its own study internally and 

came out with the decision of banning the book, proscribing the book under section whatever and it 

says in that, Peter has written this book only to create civil unrest, to provoke devotees and hurt 

devotees sentiments. And under such and such clause this book is treated as a criminal product. It 

can’t be more explicit than this. The result is today that the book has not yet come out and will not 

come out in India. Now what happens next?  

 

1.06.58 

 

Our friends have got the ban, they rushed to the Trustees to sit down with them and say “we have 

done your work. Please help us out now to finish the book now in the USA. You don’t have to do 

anything, just give us whatever support you have to.” What was the reaction of the Trustees ? Why 

have you done this? What you have done is very harmful; you should not have done this. And after 

hearing everything Manoj Das Gupta, the Managing Trustee tells him; “What will do to Peter?” So 

my friend told him I will drag him before you make him kneel and wack him nicely and throw him 

out of the Ashram. So he said my conscience is clear, he shook his hand and went away. So we 

thought this is very strange, why did they respond like this? Next step, when the attempt was made 

to remove Peter from India by blocking his visa renewal. At that point we discovered the real 

problem. The Trustees sent the Ashram lawyers to fight for Peter and the Ashram lawyers says in 

court “Peter is an invaluable member of the Ashram, he is highly respected, we need him here, we 

don’t want him removed.” This was a shock. Second shock was the government official, the 

Government pleader in Orissa, he said “look  these rascals should not be allowed in India, let them 
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do their mischief  outside, we don’t want this thing in India.” The same man, the Ashram Trustees 

phoned him and arranged for a meeting on a Sunday morning, 10’o clock in his house for Peter to 

meet him. And after the meeting this man turned and stopped cooperating. 

 

1.08.41 

 

So one by one we began to see the Trustees' influence coming into to disturb, distort and block the 

moves to stop the book and remove Peter. In spite of that, we managed to get his visa canceled. One 

by one, first of all they kept renewing 3 times, each time the Ashram Trustees, Manoj Das Gupta 

signed a letter to the Government of India saying, we stand guarantee for Peter’s good conduct and 

he is practicing Sri Aurobindo's yoga. 3 letters 3 times, they have written within a span of 6 months. 

After the Orissa government had said this is a criminal product. Imagine what a game it is. When 

finally from the Home Ministry we got a cancellation, his visa was canceled. The result was for 1.5 

years he was living in Pondicherry with no valid visa, illegally, under protection and shelter of the 

Trustees. Meanwhile we went ahead and tried to approach Columbia University Press to stop the 

book there.  We took all this documentation, gave it to them, they came back, they were very 

disturbed, they said we didn’t know all this, next step, their legal department; yes we realize there is 

copyright violation. They wrote to the Trustees. One month passes, 2 months passes, we asked 

what’s happening? They said they are not replying. Finally Peter went from Pondicherry with a letter 

signed by the Trustees saying we have no problem with Peter using any material from our Archives, 

there is no violation of copyright as far as we are concerned. He gave the letter to the Columbia 

University Press. Managing Director phoned up and said we have no problem we have done nothing 

wrong but out of respect for the devotees and sentiments of Indians, if the Trustees ask us to 

withdraw the book we will withdraw it. This was forwarded to the Trustees, of course they did 

nothing. At this point things had reached such a stage that people were realizing that we were not 

fighting Peter and the book, we were fighting the Trustees. They are the ones protecting and 

promoting him. Peter is not the problem, he is a symptom, the cancer is here. So a lot of efforts 

began to discuss with them, why are they doing this? What is happening? Why don’t you do what is 

right? Tara Johar, from Delhi, she went to Manoj Das Gupta met him in his room in the evening. 

And the next day she told me what happened. She said “I asked him, what is this?”  Have you read 

the book? Why aren’t you taking action? He started crying. He is an actor remember, he has been an 

actor for a long time. So he started crying he told Tara-di, what can I do the book is so horrible I 

couldn’t read more than 11 pages. So Tara-di said then why don’t you take action, remove Peter 

from the Ashram. He says Tara-di we wanted to remove Peter from the Ashram but Pranab-da 

stopped us. And this is what he is saying when Pranab-da has put a notice saying Peter should be 

removed from the Ashram and he is removed him from PED. 

 

1.11.50  

 

And why is he telling that to Tara-di? Because he knew Tara-di had a problem with Pranab-da. So he 

is playing one against the other. So next day when Tara-di  tells me this, I ask her how can he say 

that? There is a notice from PED saying that throw out Peter from the Ashram. She said oh, I don’t 

understand all this and she changed the subject. The same Manoj Das Gupta when he was asked by 

other people what is wrong with the book, the Pondicherry Governor called him and asked him why 

you was doing this? He said I have read the book I find nothing wrong in it. See different things to 

different people. And he said the problem is that Westerners are more mature, Indians are not so 
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mature, they are sentimental so they can’t understand Peter’s academics. So Governor said look, I 

don’t understand Westerners and all that, I am concerned with Indians. If Indians are hurt as far as I 

am concerned there is a problem. But Governor said what is this Managing Trustee doing? We found 

this very strange, when he was saying one thing to one person another thing to another person, so 

finally a group was formed headed by Kittu Reddy, Sumitra Khanpal and Ranganath Raghavan, all 

Manoj Das Gupta’s colleagues from childhood, grown up together. They went to him and said “look, 

we need to talk.” This is a very interesting conversation which they have transcribed later and which 

Manoj Das Gupta approved. In that transcript Manoj Das Gupta says I was about to remove Peter 

from the Ashram but that’s when I got this letter signed by Pranab-da saying please remove Peter 

and then he said in Bengali ‘Amar abhiman hoichae’. Mere abhiman hua, my ego was hurt and I 

decided I will not remove Peter from the Ashram. This is his justification for keeping Peter. Second 

thing, he said about a lawyer who was working with the Ashram Trustees. At some point when the 

lawyer saw that the Trustees were doing wrong things he decided not to support that. There were 

making corrections in Savitri, changing, tampering with Sri Aurobindo's writings, they wanted to 

buy land illegally and things like that, sell land illegally, so he said I will not be party to all this. So 

they threw him out of the Ashram. He filed a case against the Trustees and got a stay and got his 

food and shelter back. And then there was the whole thing going on for 10 years. The lawyer had 

suddenly died. He was a very good swimmer, he stepped into the ocean and suddenly he got a heart 

attack or what we don’t know, he died; mysterious death. Trustees celebrated when they got the 

news. Dilip Dutta, when he heard on the phone the person who had brought Raghava Chary’s body, 

he  phoned up Dilip Dutta and said Raghava has died, on the phone he started shouting..hahahah. 

Celebrating that evening, they had a big dinner. The same Trustee, Manoj Das Gupta now tells Kittu 

Reddy you know that lawyer he was against us, he died, this is what happens to people who go 

against us. Be careful. Very disturbing signs this conversation. And Sumitha Khanpal another 

person, she was one of those who was there, she said I was disgusted listening to all this. 

Unfortunately she also died within a year. Now what did they do? Among one of the things they 

were discussing, Kittu Reddy said we hear that there is financial mismanagement. So Manoj Das 

Gupta said there is nothing like that, show me evidence. So Kittu Reddy said in New Guest House 

which is directly under your control, Manoj Das Gupta’s control, we hear that there is there is 

diversion of 70 lakhs, so Manoj Das Gupta, the good actor says, “Oh I don’t know, show me 

evidence. I will take action but I don’t have evidence.” So Kittu Reddy then wrote a letter back, all 

this was oral so they wrote a letter, you said this, we said this, they put it all in writing and then they 

said you asked for evidence, evidence of this misdirection of money is sitting in your own drawer in 

the report dated such and such written by the Ashram’s internal auditors. 

 

1.15.57 

 

Why are you telling me you don’t know about it? One year has passed since that letter was written. 

See the auditors discovered that there was a diversion of 70 lakhs directly in the control of Manoj 

Das Gupta. They wrote a letter saying this should be corrected immediately. Manoj Das Gupta 

personally told the other Trustees,, do not act upon it and one year had passed so totally about 1.1 

crores had been diverted. The moment Kittu Reddy put it in writing immediately Manoj Das Gupta 

called out the auditors and said now change the audit system. But the man who had done the 

mischief under his orders was still kept as manager. So just showing you how the whole thing was 

working. So they are very interesting things, that conversation I am trying to summarize, to keep it 

short because we have to come to our conclusions We discovered that something is seriously wrong. 
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In the correspondence with Kittu Reddy finally the Trustees wrote we are answerable to nobody in 

the Ashram, if you do not agree with us you can leave the Ashram. And if you have further questions 

you can talk to our lawyers. At that point we came to the conclusion that our Ashram has been 

hijacked by people who have come in, who have grown up inside and have taken control and now 

are driving everybody else out. If you support Sri Aurobindo you are thrown out, if you abuse Sri 

Aurobindo you are rewarded, this is the game. Money is being diverted, people are being threatened, 

people are being harmed. And worst things which I will say in passing as we go along. What is that 

what are we to do? How did these Trustees get into that position? We did not choose them, they 

choose themselves. None of them are chosen by the Mother . The last Trustee chosen by the Mother 

was Duman Bhai who passed away in 1992. After that none of the Trustees are chosen by Mother, in 

fact after that all these problems have started. This Managing Trustee is actually out on bail for the 

last 7 years on a matter of  forgery, purchase of land by forging documents. There are cases against 

the Trustees for forging documents to sell off land owned by Sri Aurobindo. What are they doing? 

All these we used to hear as rumors we didn’t want to believe. Now it was hitting us in the face. We 

said that our Ashram has been hijacked. Somebody puts a gun to you and says give me your money, 

this is what has happened. 

 

1.18.19 

 

So we had a large meeting of senior Ashramites, various small meetings and then one big meeting, 

40 people were there. We discussed all this we came to the conclusion; we have tried everything we 

have tried to negotiate, discuss, beg, forgive, write, whatever, everything has failed. Last step, one 

step was left. Take legal action. Under the law under the Trusts Act if some Trustees go mad or they 

act against the interest of the Trust or against the beneficiaries, in some way they do something 

illegal we can ask the court to dismiss the Trustees. This is the last step left, nothing else we can do. 

And in that meeting we decided collectively, 40 people, this must be done. As part of that meeting 

two groups came up and said give us one last chance to discuss and negotiate. We said how much 

time do you want? They said 2 weeks, we said take 2 months. Only after 2 months we filed the case. 

In those 2 months they tried everything possible. The Trustees simply said we will not discuss with 

you, either accept or you leave, very simple. And there was another group which went and discussed, 

they went back and forth. The Trustees said alright, give me proof on a lawyer's letterhead that there 

is a legal problem with the book and we will take action. So they went, they found this lawyer from 

Bombay who is a devotee, he wrote on his letterhead; these are the ground on which the book 

involves copyright violation, property theft, etc, etc and how it affects Trustees legally if they don’t 

take action, how they are culpable. So this was given to them. The Trustees put the letter aside and 

said forget it, we won’t discuss with you further. Vijay Poddar-ji of Society, Vijay-bhai at 

Pondicherry, Navajath-ji’s son, he wrote 2 letters to the Trustees, the first one literally begging the 

Trustees, saying do this minimum. The second one after this attempt when the Trustees said we find 

nothing wrong with the book, he said I am very disturbed that you still say that there is nothing 

wrong with the book. I invite you to let us both sit before the Mother, I will read out the passages 

where I feel Sri Aurobindo has been insulted and you tell me why the passage is alright. And we do 

it before Mother, nobody else, no public, nothing, no legal. The Trustees simply told him forget it, 

we don’t want to discuss anything with you. So it was after all this finally the case was filed. In the 

case, in the court of course what are the Trustees doing? All this cash they have been taking out for 

whatever other uses they are using it to also bribe people, the police, the judges. How the police are 

bribed other than giving money? There are people who have gone to the police station to register a 
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case, they refused to register a case against Trustees. Sitting in front of you they call up the Trustee’s 

office and say so and so is before me should I register or not? To that extent they are bought out, at 

the low level. Senior level, how are they bought? The Ashram’s theater which is meant for Ashram’s 

activities is given for free to the policemen to do their band practice and to practice their programs, 

to have their conferences. For what? Don’t they have their own grounds to do all this, why do you 

have to give the Ashram’s environment and pollute this with all the vibrations? They smoke, they 

drink, what are you doing with the Ashram with all that? But that’s the way they have got the 

allegiance and the support of the policemen. So we find in Pondicherry because of this influence that 

they have nobody is willing to do anything. So even in the court we face the same problem. The 

judge of Pondicherry court will call up the Trustee’s office and say my friend is coming please give 

him free accommodation. All the lawyers, judges, policemen who come they are given free 

accommodation in New Guest House. So what will happen to their relationship? Obviously they will 

be always supportive, isn’t it? 

 

1.22.11 

 

So we face that problem but the case is so strong, the way it is structured, that the judge had to 

accept that this is a genuine case. Immediately the Trustees went to appeal in the High court. High 

court dismissed their appeal and now we are discussing suspension of the Trustees. So that is also 

going on. But in parallel we came to the conclusion finally that change will take place not just by 

court, court is important but not enough. It is when people wake up and so far we had all tried to 

keep everything quiet so that Ashram’s name should not be harmed, isn’t it? 10 years back if you 

told me , these bad things are happening I would have said, no, no, this is a human problem. This is 

not Ashram. 5 years ago if you had told me these things are happening, Trustees are…no, no they 

are good people they have human weaknesses. I believed it genuinely. But for me it was a shock to 

face all these things. I will tell what the turning point was for me. We were barely, the whole 

controversy had started barely 4 months had passed. And we discovered the Trustees were 

promoting falsehood in the Internet attacking us personally. There were letters appearing on the 

Internet, websites dedicated to abusing Ananda Reddy, Kittu Reddy, Alok Pandey, RY Deshpande 

and me. I said why are they doing all this? We are not attacking them. And when they did some 

other things to try to create a split between Pranab Da and us, I said I must go personally and say to 

Manoj Das Gupta that please don’t think I am against …..I prepared a letter, I said first I will ask 

him, I will speak to him, If I find he doesn’t know what he is doing I will not give the letter 

otherwise I will give the letter. So I went to him with hands folded , genuinely, with a lot of love and 

affection, I said Manoj Da I want to tell you that I have the highest respect for you and for the 

Trustees, I have nothing against you, whatever people may say, I am telling you this is what it is. He 

got angry he said ‘You people have created the problem’, I said what problem? You have gone all 

over the Internet to criticize Peter’s book. Arrey, I said Manoj Da the book has been published; it is 

distributed out there in the 100’s oh so to inform the reader that it is factually wrong we had to go to 

the Internet. How do we inform them otherwise? So I told him Manoj Da please let me assure you I 

have nothing against you, I have only 2 objectives and I don’t know about the others. For me I will 

say, I have 2 objectives, first, to expose the factual distortions in the book and second, to defend Sri 

Aurobindo's reputation. The moment I said defend Sri Aurobindo's reputation, he got very angry.  

 

1.24.50 
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He got up from his chair in anger and shouted at me.” Who are you to defend Sri Aurobindo's 

reputation? If Sri Aurobindo wants let him come and defend himself”. Making a gesture like this, let 

him come and defend himself. I was in a shock. The only analogy I had was Hiranyakashyapu, 

where is Vishnu? If he’s in the pillar let him come and fight me. The same, same tone, same feeling, 

same words, let him come and defend himself, if Sri Aurobindo wants. So I said, what are you 

saying Manoj Da? what are you saying? You want Sri Aurobindo to materialize a new body to 

defend some silly historical reputation, you want him to take birth again? What are you saying? He 

needs instruments to act. The moment I said that, he realized, controlled himself, and then he said, ah 

he can use you as an instrument. So I said yes, Manoj Da he can use you as a instrument also, but 

you should be willing to act. With that I understood the man is doing whatever he is doing very 

consciously, he knows what he is doing, I pulled out the letter gave it to him and left. This is the 

background, for me it was the first step of awakening, still after that, bit by bit it took me a long time 

to face the facts. Here I am presenting to you 4 years of awakening and shock, in one session. And I 

can understand you will be very shocked. But well, we have to face it. We don’t have too much time 

also, so I have to finish it in one quick session. So we came to this conclusion now, it is clear we 

have been hijacked, we are using the court but people have to wake up. And so far we defended 

Ashram’s reputation but today Sri Aurobindo is being abused and what is Ashram without Sri 

Aurobindo? It is Sri Aurobindo's Ashram. I have often say, Trustees today are claiming that it is 

their Ashram, you have to owe allegiance to them and they are answerable to nobody, as if they own 

the Ashram. They have even written to somebody else in writing they have put, you should be 

grateful to us that we give you all these facilities. So they have put themselves in place of Sri 

Aurobindo and Mother in their own minds. But they are Trustees, they are not owners, it is not their 

money. Whose money is it? Mother’s and Sri Aurobindo’s and who gave it to Mother and Sri 

Aurobindo? Devotees, disciples, we when we joined the Ashram we gave the money, that money 

they have grabbed, they are using it against us. And we don’t have any money now to fight the court 

cases, so they throw you out from the Ashram. Our own money has been taken and used against us. 

It is a hijack; there is no other word for it. So we came to this conclusion, people have to become 

aware, now we have to tell people, because what is at stake is Sri Aurobindo. Ashram is nothing 

without Sri Aurobindo. If you call it Manoj Das Gupta's Ashram how many people will go? Who 

will give money? We give money to Sri Aurobindo not to Manoj Das Gupta. If he grabs the money 

and uses it against us then well, he should step out. As a Trustee it is in trust that he is meant to 

serve, not take it over. So we said we have to inform people and we started gradually informing 

people as quietly as possible to keep it out of the media because again we don’t want to harm 

Ashram’s name and Sri Aurobindo name unnecessarily. But people should know. Finally a stage 

came where we realized we need a public action. So in January this year for the first time, there was  

group that had assembled, devotees, Ashramites, a group of ashramites I told you people are afraid, 

if they stand up they will be  thrown out, there is a lady called Abala, very weak, sickly person but 

heart is gold. She would tell Manoj Das Gupta ‘you are the person who has written this book? Why 

you are abusing Sri Aurobindo?  

 

1.28.38 

 

So finally one day he told one of hi persons to go and hit her. She was beaten and her food was 

stopped, she was removed from her work in the dining room. People got scared and this is what they 

have told people. We will remove you if you don’t listen to us, we won’t give you medical facilities, 

so people are scared. So what’s the next step? We said those who are not afraid stand up, about 30 
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people, all very senior Ashramites, many of them above 60,70, 80  said we don’t care. We have 

given our life to Sri Aurobindo, whatever happens to us we don’t care, we will stand. These are 

truly, truly courageous people. And whatever our age, doesn’t matter. These 30 people sat and a 

large number of devotees from all over who knew these things, they sat, in the second session we 

had 350 people sitting in Dharna. We called it 'silent protest' because it is not in our Ashram culture 

to go to court or to do….others. We sat there under Mother’s balcony, we stood, we prayed, we 

invoked Her, said Vande Mataram and then we sat on the footpath facing the Trustee’s office, in 

prayer, invoking Her. Media came, we informed them this is the reason why we are sitting. And as 

our first focus we stated Peter Heehs has abused Sri Aurobindo and he is living in Pondicherry 

without a valid visa for last 1.5 years. And we asked that he be removed and the abuse of Sri 

Aurobindo should be stopped. The result immediately was, immediately the government swung into 

action, the Pondicherry RRO gave a letter saying 'Fit case for deportation'. It went to Chennai, 

FRRO gave ‘fit case for deportation’, went to Delhi, to the Ministry of Human Resources, 

Chidambaram gave an order, deport Peter. So 31
st
 of March deportation order came. Peter was given 

15 days to leave India. Immediately Peter contacted his friends, who? Romala Thapar, Ramachandra 

Guha who abused Sri Aurobindo from Delhi University. They formed a group there, got signatures 

from professors, freedom of speech is at stake, Peter has a right to say whatever he likes. Remember 

that we have never opposed freedom of speech. We said, you want to abuse Sri Aurobindo do it 

outside not in Ashram, but they twisted the whole thing and said freedom of speech in press is at 

stake, so protect him. He is a great a historian; suddenly he has now become great historian. And on 

the television Peter was giving interviews saying that Sri Aurobindo is not an Avatar, he is an 

ordinary human being who practiced yoga. Ok, I have not said Sri Aurobindo is mad, I have only 

explored the connection between Sri Aurobindo's spirituality and schizophrenia. You see how the 

game of words is played. All this he is speaking on television. So it became a public issue, it became 

a national issue. And they brought tremendous pressure and then the Trustees stepped in, they found 

out Manmohan Singh’s daughter who is a professor in Delhi University, they contacted her. Through 

her they put pressure on the Prime Minister. Chidambaram said no, we will not allow this kind of 

abuse in India. Manmohan Singh gave an order over Chidambaram’s head and said I want you to 

revoke the deportation.  

 

1.32.00 

 

So what they did was they said for 1 year we will suspend the deportation, we will give a chance for 

Peter to prove himself and the deportation order was revoked on Friday evening at 6 pm. No 

government office works at that time. But they did it at that time because Peter's deportation was for 

Sunday, ensuring that we could not go to court to overturn their order. This is the game. It was a 

shock for everybody. But the shock is not only physical, it is also spiritual. The result was a huge 

tree trunk of the service tree in the Ashram fell within 2 days, everybody knew why. The Trustees 

had gone forward to protect a man who is abusing Sri Aurobindo. You know the story. This year just 

two days before this New Year there was a massive cyclone which hit Pondicherry. Never has it 

happened that the cyclone hits directly over Auroville and Ashram. It always goes away on the side, 

that’s the protection. But when we abuse the Lord, his Shakthi cannot protect you because you have 

cut yourself off from it. Isn’t it? What was the result, the cyclone hit straight at over the region of the 

Ashram and Auroville. More than 70% of Auroville trees were broken, 40 years of growing of trees, 

70% gone around the Ashram; similarly you move out of Pondicherry everything is intact. It was a 

focal point there. For the first time water came into Mother’s room and in Sri Aurobindo’s room. 
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And a huge branch of the service tree broke. And Mother had said in 70 or 71 when one small 

branch broke, she said this tree is sacred. It is a Rishi which has come to serve Sri Aurobindo and 

Mother and the branch breaking she said is a sign that the consciousness of Ashramites has sunk 

low. This time it was a huge branch which broke and then again in April when Peter’s deportation 

order was revoked a second branch broke. Actually the survival of the tree is it at stake and the 

Trustees actually through their proxies on their Internet wrote arrey, it is an old tree let it die, it has 

come to its end, it is too old, let it die, nothing wrong with it. This is the kind of insensitivity. And 

coming to the cyclone, the wind and the rain broke the door of the Ashram press, the water went in 

and destroyed all the new year messages and Mother’s calendars which had been printed. Very 

symbolic. They had to reprint the whole New Year message for the first time and the transformation 

tree in the school broke, all the trees around Ashram main building broke. The electricity was cut off 

to Pondicherry, after one day it was restored in all of Pondicherry except the Ashram main building. 

For 3 days there was no electricity in the Ashram main building only they didn’t know why to this 

day, very symbolic. And even if that has not gone in, one wonders what will go in. This was April, 

meanwhile Members of Parliament had also taken notice, 68 MPs signed a letter addressed to the 

Trustees asking 7 questions. You said that the book is bad, it has crossed all limits of decency, 

Managing Trustee has written a letter saying that it has crossed all limits of decency and should be 

stopped and now you say that there is a nothing wrong with the book, please explain your change of 

mind. Second question, Peter has done this, this and this, violated the copyright etc, what have you 

done to protect Ashram’s copyright, interests. Third and so on, 7 questions, including the question 

why is it that there are more than 170 cases against the Ashram Trustees, all in the last 10 years? 

Why is there this problem? 

 

1.36.00 

 

What are you doing to bring back transparency, accountability and democracy in the Ashram 

working. Of course, they have not answered any of the questions, they sent to those MP’s some letter 

giving all kinds of weird things but not answering these questions. I’m saying all this to show you 

that it has become a national issue, it affects everybody. The latest move, we tried in August to 

organize another Dharna, silent protest. It was blocked by the Trustees by putting pressure on the 

police by telling them that if you give them permission we will demand for a Dharna at the same 

time and there will be a clash and violence and therefore you may not give permission. In February, 

in fact when we did this silent protest, something strange happened, very interesting and indicates 

their mindset. A group of people from Orissa gave a petition as the Trustees were going to their 

office, they said please accept our petition. If you go to the Prime Minister and give a petition at the 

middle of the night he will accept it. What he does with it is a different matter but he will take it. 

Each of the Trustees refused to take it. One of the Trustees, Dilip Dutta, got so angry, he came, 

grabbed the petition, tore and threw it and started shouting abuses “You bloody Oriyas go back to 

Orissa”. Racial abuse! And then he started hitting and attacking people. His nephew who was nearby 

he grabbed him at the waist and pulled him back. All this is on video, you can see it on the Internet. 

This man is shouting abuses and they are pulling him back. His daughter came and started shouting 

abuses. Finally they had to forcibly push him in the Trustee’s office. And what did they do to protect 

themselves,  he can get a criminal case for his actions and his words, he filed a false case saying he 

was physically attacked and he gave a list of 20 people who attacked him. On the video you can see 

nobody touches him. He is the one trying to attack people and people are backing off from him in 

fear. They have a list of 20 people, many of them who were not there, Kittu Reddy and others, they 
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were not even physically present. They wanted these people arrested and thrown in jail. So the Oriya 

people gave another case against his daughter saying that she abused and made racial abuses etc, the 

whole thing was buried there. I'm showing you how it works. When you have absolute power, lots of 

money you can do anything. There was a sting operation done by CNN IBN in 2008, before all this 

started. They had gone with a secret camera and recorded many things. Among other things they 

recorded people in the Ashram saying that some of them were forced into prostitution, that Trustees 

threatened them that if you don’t do what we say we will throw you out, we will withdraw your 

medical facilities, a few of them were threatened with death. And one girl has documented, she told 

her friends the Trustees are saying if I don’t follow what they say then they will hang me and in fact 

2 weeks later she was found hanging and the Trustees immediately cremated her body and did not 

inform the police. Her friends then informed the police and the result was the Trustees threw them 

out from the Ashram. Another lady who was harassed hung herself and wrote before hanging the 

names of the people who harassed her. The chief person she named was taken by the Trustees and 

was made their legal advisor and her husband was harassed and thrown out of the Ashram because 

her son had put a case against the Trustees. So  all these things we had heard but we didn’t want to 

believe. But after all this is what we are facing and the video that CNN IBN recorded has all these 

different things. They were going to broadcast it in 2008 15
th

 March. When the Trustees came to 

know, they immediately swung into action, put pressure financial and political and had the video 

stopped from being broadcasted.  

 

1.40.00 

 

I know because I was one of those whom they asked for help to try to stop the broadcasting and I 

helped in my own way because at that time we trusted them, I'm saying this openly. We had learnt 

all these things only in the last 4 years. It is as much a shock to us as it is to you. That video of CNN 

IBN finally has been leaked out and the copy is in circulation today and I would suggest you see  it.  

Among other things, financial and other mismanagement there is the example where they have a 

secret camera recording a former CID officer who says in Pondicherry all the government 

administration is under the sway of the Trustees, nobody dares to go against them and the Trustees 

supplied these two women to Singala and Dzouza and to IG and a police officer was the go between. 

These things are recorded. Is it true? I did not believe it. And then I met people in the Ashram who 

told me personally, that yes they have seen and this is true. And I can say this to you from the people 

I have heard, yes, it is true. Financial mismanagement, yes, diversion of 1.1 crores from New Guest 

House, from Gloria Land, 1.5 crores, for the rice milling machine, from dining room with the 

boilers, 1 crore, for all of these numbers, documentation we have got. I am saying this openly 

because we have the documentation to back it. Women being harassed, yes: this year in March there 

was a girl who was raped in New Guest House by the Manager of the New Guest House. Trustees 

did not remove him. They told her we cannot guarantee your protection in Pondicherry, you must go 

back to Orissa immediately. The girl weeping having met several people she wrote a letter to the 

Mother, put it in the letter box of offerings and left. Kumud-ben tried very hard to stop her from 

going, we will protect you, she left in fear. All of these things are existing, the letters are still there. 

It is sad, it is painful but today we have to speak of it openly because falsehood, greed and darkness, 

if you expose it to light then it can get washed away. And we have to bring it out. I am informing 

you because you can take action. If people in the Ashram are afraid because their food will be 

stopped, medical facilities will be stopped, you don’t have to be afraid. You don’t depend on 

Trustees for that. In fact they depend on you, if anything they should be grateful for the offering that 
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you give to Mother and Sri Aurobindo. We shouldn’t be grateful to them they are the ones who 

should be grateful for the responsibility which they have got which they are misusing. What we are 

asking is for two things, we need administrative reform, first, limit the tenure of the Trustees, for 

them to be sitting for life, unquestioned has gone to their head, they gone mad. Second, who chose 

these Trustees? We did not. Why should we suffer this kind of perversion? We need a broader 

selection, broader base of people selecting the Trustees and limit the tenure and a lot of these 

problems will go away. The Ashramites will not choose these people for sure, so some reform is 

necessary and this is what we are asking for. The court case is meant to help that, the public 

statements are meant to help that. The latest outcome is that in Pondicherry Collector has ordered a 

probe into all these misdoings of the Trustees. They have asked people in the Ashram to come 

forward and give evidence saying that they will protect them. Immediately the Trustees swung into 

action, they have gone with papers to the old people and said 'sign this' and the paper says we don’t 

want a probe. And the Trustees have told them sign this otherwise we will not give you medical 

facilities and you will be thrown out from your houses.  

 

1.44.00 

 

So in hundreds people are being made to sign, we do not want under pressure of course. But also 

many other people have come forward and given papers, totally 1500 pages of documentation of 

newspaper reports, of letters from people, people who were harassed, victimized, financial papers 

everything  has been put together and given, The result will be the government will eventually have 

to say yes, something is wrong. We don’t want a government takeover. I will tell you something 

very important, the Trustees will say oh if you do this, the government will take over, no.  If you sit 

silent when the money of Sri Aurobindo is misused against Sri Aurobindo then the Government will 

say you don’t deserve this and it will take over. But today we have stood up and we say Trustees are 

not the Ashram, they are misusing the Ashram’s funds, we are the Ashram as a community, we say 

this is wrong and this must be corrected. So if the government comes we say, help us to clean our 

own house. We cannot take over because we have informed you that there is something wrong, help 

us to clean it. We are protecting the Ashram in this way and protecting Sri Aurobindo's legacy. I'm 

putting all these events in the context of affirmative spirituality because again and again the Trustees 

are coming out with these statements, do nothing, leave everything to Mother, why do you bother? 

And we are saying no, it is Mother and Sri Aurobindo who are attacked and as children of Mother 

and Sri Aurobindo it is our responsibility to stand up for them whatever the consequences. Yes, we 

have Samata in the heart we will try to practice that, maybe some of us do not have it, maybe others 

have it, but whatever the state we must stand up to protect the Ashram, the way Mother taught us in 

1965 when Ashram was physically attacked. Today it is a psychological attack and a spiritual attack. 

We will stand around the Ashram the same way and do what is necessary and if there are Asuras 

who have got in as forces, I don’t mean people, if there are individuals who have got in we will 

throw them out. They should not be in our Ashram. I'm asked to give the example of Togo. He was a 

young man in those days in 1965,  he was one of those in the second ring who had to physically fight 

those who had tried to break the Ashram’s door. He came forward, he was beaten, he hit back, a 

huge blow came on his head, his skull had a fracture, he was bleeding from the head, he was 

unconscious for days. Mother came blessed him and revived him. 

 

1.46.49  
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She said he has the heart of gold. He is by the way the grandson of Bhagajatin, the man who fought a 

tiger bare handed, a very, very strong proud man and I mean in a good way, a true hero and Mother 

called him a hero. As a result of all these things, Mother ensured that he was always given food in 

the dining room whenever he came. Subsequently he went abroad came back, is now settled in 

Pondicherry on his own but food was given to him in Dining Room, always, that was Mother’s 

orders. But because he sat in the silent protest, Manoj Das Gupta wrote a letter saying we stop your 

food, you should be grateful to us for the facilities but since you are ungrateful we have stopped the 

food. Manoj Das Gupta wants gratitude where Mother out of gratitude to him has given facilities. 

Manoj Das Gupta wants gratitude because he is giving food, what food he is giving? He is doing 

nothing, it is money given to the Mother that is in anyway being used and he is claiming credit. This 

is typical how the ego acts. The Divine does the work; the ego claims credit and says I am great. 

Same thing, there is an egoistic twist, perversion. This is one example of how people have been 

victimized. Deshpande has been thrown out form the school because he spoke against the book. 

Ananda Reddy classes were stopped in the school because he spoke against the book. Alok Pandey 

was being made  an Ashramite, suddenly halfway through it was stopped. I was removed from the 

Archives, removed from the school, Nirnajan Naik who is editor of the Oriya journal of the Ashram 

for the last 40 years appointed by the Mother, he was removed from editorship. And under Trustees' 

order he has been harassed every day. People will come take away his keys, break open his lock, 

move his cupboards around and things like that, harassed. Sudha Sinha who was translating Sri 

Aurobindo's writing into Hindi, her translation was going to press to be published, Trustees gave 

orders to stop it, withdraw it, and she was removed from her work. I'm just giving this as an 

example, how people standing up for Sri Aurobindo are being harassed. This is a perversion, it is a 

Asuric takeover. And we have to fight. This is the background and especially I am putting all this in 

the context of affirmative spirituality because we cannot sit silent as Sri Aurobindo says, “If loyalty 

and refusal to comprise with the assailants and the hostiles, and he says “can a passive attitude be 

right?  It is  a spiritual battle inward and outward, by neutrality and compromise or even passivity 

one may allow enemy forces to pass and crush down the truth and its children”. This is the 

background; we have to take an active position. It is the Kurukshetra, it is also a Dharmashetra. 

Recall the Bhagavat Gita, starts with Dharmashetre Kurukshetre, they are identical. Dharmashetra is 

not separate from Kurukshetra, the field of battle is the field where Dharma is being established 

therefore it has become a field of battle and it is within us and as well as in our space which we have 

declared sacred for Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. 

 

 1.50.00 

 

So I will pause here and I will invite your questions. There are many more examples I would have 

given but it will be too long, as there are 1500 pages of sins of our Trustees. Remember Sri Krishna 

had made a promise; Sishupal could make 100 abuses after that he would release his chakra. So 1500 

pages have been submitted, what happens we have to see. It is sad and I am sorry that I have to say 

these things and to shock you. There are other things that are more serious also which have been 

happening in the last 15 years, where they were tampering Sri Aurobindo writings. You know in 

Savitri they have brought more than 2000 corrections. Some of them are genuine in the sense that 

corrections were made between 1950 and 1972, 500 corrections, many of them by Amal Kiran, 

although Mother told him I will not allow you to change even one comma. So many of the 

corrections,  Amal Kiran later said in 1988 they are wrong, please undo them. So those have been 

undone, so ok, many are genuine but they are many others that Peter and Richard’s say this is  not 
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correct English, that is not correct rhythm, this makes more sense to us therefore we should put 

another word, in this way they are trying to improve Sri Aurobindo and make correct him. In fact 

Peter writes in his book, that Sri Aurobindo's writing style is post Victorian and outdated, his 

theories of evolution are outdated because they are post Victorian, they have no relevance in the face 

of modern genetic studies. Imagine he writes all this in the book. So it is in the same mindset, they 

are trying to correct his English. What is Peter? A school dropout, remember a taxi driver, now what 

English is he going to correct? And what is Richard, again, Bob another American who is sitting 

there correcting Sri Aurobindo’s and Mother’s writings, he also corrects Mother. He has not 

completed high school. In fact his background is very strange. I thought I mentioned this earlier but 

3 years ago the Pondicherry police came with a red corner notice from Interpol which said that the 

first American terrorist bombing in 1971 was committed by a particular individual who was not yet 

been arrested to date. And Interpol has found out that that individual is living in Sri Aurobindo 

Ashram under the name of Bob Zwiker working in the Ashram Archives. So the Pondicherry police 

came to investigate, to arrest him and he of course ran to Trustees and what did the Trustees do? 

Remember they have the police in their pay, so they arranged for Bob to have an interview with the 

police where Bob said I was working in that university, I was present when the bombing took place 

but I am not that person and the police duly noted all that and sent a message saying that he is not the 

person. This is the man who is also correcting Mother’s and Sri Aurobindo’s English. Huta-ben 

wrote a letter, a really strong letter to the Trustees saying please throw Peter out from the Ashram 

and close down the Archives because they are changing Mother’s and Sri Aurobindo’s writings and 

she showed a letter of the Mother to her which while publication Bob changed the wording to 

something else and it went to the press with the wrong words. In a little booklet called ‘Sri 

Aurobindo and his Ashram’, a booklet of some 30-50 pages they found 15 corrections, complete 

changes in the text and so Raghavachary, the lawyer, he put a case against the Trustees. Immediately 

they withdrew that book and destroyed it and brought out a new edition.  

 

1.54.00 

 

The case is still there but now the man has died it has fallen. But what were the corrections? What 

were the changes? Bob wrote a letter of apology saying it was all computer error. I give an example. 

Sri Aurobindo has written 'This Ashram of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother', Bob changed it to 'This 

Ashram of The Mother and Sri Aurobindo', computer error he says! Will a computer make an error 

like this? Very strange and petty changes, egoistic changes! It is as if he is saying my 'My English is 

superior and if I feel it is my inspiration I should overwrite Sri Aurobindo’s inspiration.' How silly is 

that! I have seen while working in the Archives correspondence between Peter and Richard, where 

Peter says, I think Sri Aurobindo meant this, Richard says, no he meant that, therefore the word 

should be changed to that. And this has come out in the new edition. In the new edition they have 

actually removed some of Mother’s translations, they have removed some of Sri Aurobindo’s 

writings, all kinds of strange things are there, if you ask them what, why?  Whim, fancy,nothing else. 

This is not acceptable, and this was happening in the 90’s.  

 

Question asked is inaudible  

 

You see they wanted to, they wanted to take action but at that point Jayanthilal-da was the front man 

for Peter. And Jayanthilal- da was respected and he begged with the Trustees, please give him 

another chance, he is a young man I will keep him in check. They said alright, make sure he does not 
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do more mischief. At that point Manoj Das Gupta was one of several Trustees, Dyman-bhai was 

there, Harikanth-bhai was also there, he also did not want this but because Jayanthilal-da begged it 

was allowed. Subsequently Jayanthilal-da himself regretted, he said this man is out of my control, I 

cannot do anything. We have seen this in the Ashram Archives, Narayan-bhai is here, he was 

working in the Ashram archives, we have seen Peter shouting abuses at Jayanthilal-da and 

Jayanthilal-da  just sitting like this, silent and afterwards he is sitting with his head in his hands, what 

do you do? Obviously he should have taken firm action, he didn’t. All this has happened of course 

after he has passed away. 

 

Question asked is inaudible 

 

How did Manoj Das Gupta become Trustee?...... 

 

That’s an interesting story. Yes, yes, ok. So the story is this. 1984 when Nolini-da passed away, after 

he passed away, mysteriously a letter appeared signed by him but not written by him which was sent 

by post to Indira Gandhi and another copy was given to Pranab-da. That letter was not written by 

Nolini Da. The letter said basically in Nolini-da's signature but was not in his handwriting. It said 

that Mother wanted Manoj Das Gupta should be Trustee after me. If it was true he would have said it 

while he was alive. He didn’t. 

 

1.58.00 

 

And everybody knew that for the last 6 months before he passed away he used to be in a state of half 

trance or unconscious and what they would do because people were writing to him, they would send 

blessings and they would put the letter under his hand and say sign and his hand would go and sign 

and they would post the letter with blessings, so this letter similarly was prepared. 

 

Question asked is inaudible 

 

So the result was none of the Trustees wanted Manoj Das Gupta, they said this is not acceptable, this 

is not valid. Pranab-da put pressure at that point and there was a standoff for 2 or 3 weeks. Finally 

grudgingly they said all right, doesn’t matter, since you people insist so much. See nobody gave too 

much importance to who is a Trustee or who is not. Because the way Mother designed the Ashram 

everything was so decentralized it didn’t matter who is the Trustee. In fact in the administration of 

Ashram and in the Trust deed Mother has given no powers to the Trustees. In the trust deed it says, 

Trustees can only buy or sell land to hold the property, why? When Ashram was started in 1926 

there were no Trustees it was only Guru and disciple. All the lands were owned and in the name of 

Sri Aurobindo and Mother. When Sri Aurobindo left his body the lands were owned by Mother we 

in her name. When Pondicherry was being transferred to the Indian Union in 1955 French law 

stopped, Indian law came in, Mother could not hold the properties in her name. So she had to 

transfer it to a Trust. She created the Trust only to hold properties not to govern the Ashram. And 

very clearly in the deed he says Trustees have only this power they have no other power. Removing 

people, accepting people, taking decisions about the Ashram management; only Mother can do no 

one else. She has written these in the deed. So when the Mother left her body there was nothing in 

the deed which empowered the Trustees to select someone else. But anyway they took somebody 

else and that is how the precedent was set that whenever one Trustee dies another Trustee is selected 
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by the Trustees in secret discussion. Ashramites are not involved and once Manoj Das Gupta came 

in step by step he brought in the entire group which was with him in the deception of Nolini Da’s 

letter. Dilip Dutta was the medical person sitting every evening for 2 hours in Nolini da’s place 

chatting with Manoj Das Gupta and Batti da and Dilip Mehtani. These are the other Trustees whom 

he has brought in. They are all his people. They will do whatever he says. And that’s how it has 

been, one man is controlling everything. It has happened because nobody took steps to stop it and we 

couldn’t take steps because there were no precedent, nobody was interested and they just went on 

doing whatever they wanted. Now it is too late, suddenly we find we are hijacked. In fact something 

important had happened in 1991, 92 Madhav Pandit-ji had spoken in a lecture where he said our 

Ashram is still a collection of individuals, we are not yet a collectivity. And he spoke of certain 

difficulties and problems and what it meant for the future. So that lecture was shared by few people, 

Pranab-da heard it and he wrote a letter to Madhav-ji. Madha- ji wrote back to him saying the 

situation is very bad in the Ashram there is a major decline taking place and often the wrong people 

are in position of influence or power and we have to wait for people to die before we can correct the 

wrongs and this is not right, we must put a check on this declining tendency. And he suggested that 

Pranab-da, he and somebody else, form what is called an ombudsman, to put a check on the Trustees 

so that they don’t do any harm to the Ashram.  

 

2.02.02 

 

At that point Pranab-da wrote back saying I don’t think this will work, only the Superman can solve 

the problem, we can’t do anything and the whole thing fizzles out of there. Soon after that Madhav- 

ji started withdrawing because he had seen the peaks of the Ashram under the Mother’s role and he 

had seen the decline helplessly and could do anything at that point. Nobody heard them so he began 

to withdraw and a month before he withdrew I had some conversations with him. He spoke about the 

declining tendencies and I was very disturbed, I was 25 years old. I told him how long will this 

continue? He said ahhhhh…it will continue, so I said 5 years? He said yes, I said 10 years? He said 

yes, I said 15 years? Yes, yes. And I was in shock because I was 25 years old, 15 years is more than 

half my life span, I could not imagine 15 years of decline. So I asked him but they how can this 

happen? Obviously Mother wants the Ashram for some purpose, how can it happen? So he said let 

us see. After all it is her responsibility. She will do something. He passed away in 93. Exactly 15 

years later this book has come out. To me it is an opportunity Mother has given by exposing how 

bad things are rotten, the cancer has been exposed. Now we tried to heal the cancer for two three 

years, internally. It has failed. When the cancer cannot be healed then you have to cut it out. So now 

we have to go for surgery, sometimes the surgery is painful but we have to do what it takes. To me it 

is an opportunity to solve the problem; if we don’t do this now we won’t get a second chance. 

 

Question inaudible.. 

 

No, no, see we don’t want to create a parallel structure, we want to clean Mother’s house. Reform of 

administration is what is needed. Human problems will be there anywhere and we don’t have a 

problem with that. 

 

See the group is there informally as I said, we don’t have a formal structure, people have come 

together, we sat in Dharna, silent protest, I said 350 people. From Orissa a letter signed by 7000 

people has gone to the Trustees, to the Prime Minister saying that this is not acceptable. From 
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various centers all over the country letters have come, similarly from Bombay we had a letter from 

75 people, from Bangalore 250 people signed, from Gandhinagar, similarly, how much? 69, from 

here also, letters have gone. What have the Trustees done? Put them in the waste paper basket. These 

very letters we are now submitting to the Collector and saying look, this is what the beneficiaries of 

the Trust are saying. See Mother was… she saw far ahead. She knew all these things. In the deed of 

Trust she has said, this Trust’s beneficiaries are devotees, disciples and inmates of the Ashram, in 

that order, first devotees, disciples and inmates. Inmates are how much?  1500, devotees and 

disciples are millions. So it is in your hands, you’re equally responsible as the Ashram inmates and if 

they can’t stand up you can stand up. And so when we petitioned to the government we say look 

these are what the devotees and disciples are saying, no you have to go through the probe and set 

right the problem. 

 

2.05.43 

 

That’s what we are saying in terms of framework; yes this is what is happening. Is it enough? I don’t 

know. I believe if we all stand up together they will stop, they will be dropped over time. Just like 

the freedom struggle against the British. How many Britishers were there, a few thousands? If all the 

Indians had stood up there would have been thrown out overnight. But we have to overcome our fear 

and our inertia. It’s very symbolic; every time in the Ashram there has been a step forward it ripples 

out in the world. When we first filed the court case, it was a very difficult decision, within one week 

this was August of 2010, within a few weeks the Wiki leaks opened out in the world and all the 

secrets of governments came out. Within another month 4 big scams opened up in India. All those 

scams which started of the 2G scam and all that got exposed at around that time. And two months 

later, in November the Arab spring started, the revolution in Egypt and Tunisia and all these places. 

So I see a very interesting connection, even now when we have this thing happening, from the time 

Manmohan Singh was used so you he is trouble, Chidambaram is in trouble, all these things are 

happening and the whole government is being exposed for massive scams. Going on since 1947, 

nothing new; it’s coming in the open in the same way as things are getting exposed in our 

community. 

 

Question inaudible 

 

…. there has to be checks and balances…absolute power…nobody to question them… 

 

Radhika Ranjan is a teacher, very senior very respected, he wrote an article saying that Mother 

speaks of Sri Aurobindo with so much love, so much tenderness and how can you allow abuse of Sri 

Aurobindo? Very simple sweet moving article, he posted it on the Internet, nothing to do with 

school. Managing Trustee gave an order; you are removed from the school. So he said alright give it 

to me in writing. And Managing Trustee said, no I will not give you in writing. Then I will continue 

to go to my classes. He goes to his class; children came so the Trustees sent other teachers to tell the 

children don’t go to his class. So for the last 4 months he is going to his class regularly, children are 

being prevented from going to his class. Children come to him privately and say please take our 

class at your house. Hahahah. He was a good teacher. 

 

Question inaudible.. 
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When speak for Sri Aurobindo and Mother you don’t have freedom of expression when you abuse 

Sri Aurobindo you are rewarded. This is not acceptable, this is an Asuric force which has taken over, 

very simply.  

 

2.09.10 

 

Question : What do you think that we should do right now? 

 

What can you do? Hahaha…I would suggest one thing, just as you have written a letter earlier to the 

Trustees, I would suggest you write a letter to the Collector who is doing the probe and say as 

devotees and disciples of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother and beneficiaries of this Trust we request 

you to ensure that the probe is free and fair and people from the Ashram who come forward are 

protected and not victimized and take suitable action to punish the guilty. That’s all, we are not 

asking for anything else. Yes, suspend the Trustees, suspend the Trustees during the probe otherwise 

they will never be allowed to have proper investigation. If you don’t suspend the Trustees they are 

using Ashram money, temporarily, while the probe is on. This is a normal process in all government 

institutions, when you do a probe against some senior person he is asked to step down otherwise he 

will abuse his power. Just ask for that. And sign. 

 

Question, should we mention anything about the book? 

 

No, this has nothing to do with the book now. It is about mismanagement by the Trustees, book is 

one of the issues of mismanagement. But far bigger issues, financial mismanagement, sexual 

harassment,  human rights violations, denial of medical facilities, just last month a very old person in 

the Ashram, he had some chest pain. Dr Gayatri recommended that immediately he should be 

hospitalized. The poor man was sent to the nursing home in a private vehicle, they said we don’t 

have a car, you find your own, he had to pay money to get to a vehicle, in the nursing home, the 

doctor they said we don’t have time now, you come back later and sent him back, the man is in chest 

pain. Again and again Gayatri reminded them, they did not do anything. Finally he was sent to a 

private hospital where he died. This is just 2 weeks ago, 2 to 3 weeks ago, why? Sheer negligence 

because they do not like the person. I have seen things which are very disturbing. Dilip Dutta 

proudly says that we are not here to give you medical facilities, when the soul has to die it will leave 

anyway so we just provide you a safe and comfortable space where the soul can go if it wants to. In 

practice what does it mean, you neglect he person until the body breaks down and the soul has to 

leave. We have seen cases like this, the people who are their favorites they will give all the facilities, 

those who they don’t like they will be neglected until they die away. I am sorry to say this but there 

are so many examples, it is not one or two exceptions. But as I have said, there are so many 

examples. 

 

You address it directly to the person who is doing the investigation that is the Collector, Collector's 

office. Put a cc to the Governor and the Chief Minister of Pondicherry and also give us a copy so 

that we will ensure that it is given to the right people and follow up is made. 

 

Right, ….exactly. 
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That would be the most important thing, second thing is to inform people. Because it will come into 

the media at some time or other, CNN IBN DVD I have told you. I will leave you a copy, those of 

you who want to see it is quite disturbing to see. But it real, they have gone with secret cameras and 

they have recorded all this. In fact in the whole thing they recorded one more thing, they recorded 

the Managing Trustee receiving money. And when this was going to be broadcasted the first thing 

the Trustees did was they said cut out that portion at least. Even if you broadcast, cut out that 

portion. So in this particular version we have it without that portion but I was one of those persons 

whose help they asked. So they told me the whole story that’s how I know. 

 

Question, how is financial mismanagement done?  

 

How it is done? Yes, see I will tell you what was done. Very simply, in the New Guest house, when 

a person stays there for 10 days, they are given a bill for tens day. But in the noting that the Manager 

made he had a different bill book where he noted 1 day. So 9 days worth of payment was taken away 

by him. But how did they detect it? The person was still giving coupons for 10 days, so they 

matched the number of coupons given versus number of days, they found it did not match. Second, 

they got an anonymous tip, somebody sent copies of his bills so they took those bills and saw the 

equivalent bills and the bills were different. So then they did an investigation and they saw how over 

two years all the costs had gone up as if many people are staying but actual number of people had 

gone down. Then they compared, matched with other departments, other guest houses, where things 

had not been going up equally and based on that they made a rough estimate. 

 

2.14.21  

 

And from that they got the amount, very simply. So this is one example, another example, they are 

paying workers with cash on the vouchers. How many workers there are actually we don’t know. In 

fact, I was personally told by one of the persons who is inside, he said because he is the one making 

payments, he said we give payment to the same worker whose name is there in the other department. 

So obviously there is something which was wrong. Another example, in Gloria land, they wanted to 

purchase a rice mill, for milling the rice used by the Ashram, grown in the Ashram, so what do you 

do? You know how much rice you have in a year, how much you need to use every week, you get 

the mill of that size. But for them a small mill would have no value, they needed kickbacks; a big 

mill means big kickbacks. So directly at that point Batti-da was involved as Trustee. He gave the 

orders for a huge mill. Before it came they made a building, when the mill came it was so big they 

had to break the building and rebuild it. When they started the machine they found it was so big that 

the full year’s rice supply was being milled within 2 weeks. The machine was 20 times bigger than 

the actual necessity, 20 times bigger. I can understand if it is a little bigger but 20 times bigger, for 

what? Just to get kickbacks? Similarly in Dining Room the whole cost of the project was 1.5 crores. 

…1.5 crores, ok, 150 lakhs wasted money. Whose money is it? Mother’s money. Mother had to sell 

her own jewelry; she had to sell Sri Aurobindo’s vessels and bowls to get money to keep the Ashram 

running. She would stitch her own sarees where it was torn to save money. And that your money is 

being wasted like this, for what?  For personal benefits. Such people should not be in the Ashram. I 

can understand leakage of money, diversion of money by paid workers, but by Ashram inmates? No, 

I can understand people making mistakes, this is not a mistake. 

 

2.16.40 
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Another example, because it is obvious it not a mistake. Dining Room boilers, they decided it is old , 

it has to be replaced. I don’t know whether if it was worthy of replacement, but they took a decision. 

The person in the dining room who was the engineer he was in touch with Manoj Das Gupta 

directly. They went through various quotations, various specifications, narrowed down, negotiated, 

used their friends influences to bring down the cost until the full cost was 50 lakhs for 2 boilers. 

Each step he checked with Manoj Das Gupta and got it approved by Manoj Das Gupta, got his 

signature, it was signed, approved. Last step now, they are going to place the order and the invoice is 

given for the order placement, Manoj Das Gupta hands it over to Matri Prasad, his right hand man 

who does all this mischief. Matri Prasad sets aside this company, went to another company which 

gave the same equipment, same specifications for 1 crore. 50 lakhs diversion in kickback, that's what 

it is ….so this engineer was in shock, he went to Manoj Das Gupta and said what are you doing? We 

discussed all this, why are you doing this? Manoj Das Gupta said no you talk to MatriPrasad I don’t 

know. 4 times again and again he went, you approved it, I don’t want to talk to anyone else, and you 

approved it, why have you changed the order now to double the price. He refused to answer. Finally 

this engineer said I don’t want to be party to a falsehood here, I will not be responsible for this and 

he resigned from his position. They refused to give him other work. Finally Uday bhai arranged for 

him to be given work in his department. Trustees are very angry with Uday Bhai because he does 

things that they don’t like. But he is being true…he gave him work there and he is working there. 

These you are, its obvious that what they are doing is not a small error, it is deliberate intention to 

misdirect funds. And I want to tell you this, this is not the Ashram. The underlying reality of the 

Ashram that the Mother created is still intact. This is a superficial takeover and a hijack by a small 

group of perverts. But as a result Ashram is in threat. And that’s why we must cut off the cancer 

otherwise it will harm the Ashram, so far it is intact, but in fear, under suppression. When you go to 

Pondicherry you go for Mother and Sri Aurobindo, not even for the Ashramites, you respect the 

Ashramites because they have dedicated their lives for a higher purpose, but when Ashramites are 

afraid to stand for Sri Aurobindo then I have a problem respecting them also . …action plan is, what 

I have told you is what we are currently doing. Beyond this if anything more needs to be done we 

will be happy to have your suggestions and involvement. There is a court case, letters from so many 

MPs, the latest probe by the Pondicherry government, there are letters from all the disciples from all 

over the country and there are letters from inmates within the Ashram. This is the sum total that we 

have. 

 

2.19.51 

Question: I would like to know one things, why are they doing this? They are abusing their ….. 

 

Yes, absolutely true. It is a very important question which brings me to something which I had 

avoided speaking, it becomes a little personal,because now it is not a personal matter, why is this 

man doing it? I tell you in a certain way and I think you will get the answer. When Manoj Das Gupta 

and others    who are now Trustees came to the Ashram, they did not come as Sadhaks. They came 

as refugees. Second World War was going on, attacks were happening in Bengal, many of the 

parents who knew of Sri Aurobindo came to Pondicherry for shelter and protection from the Mother 

and Sri Aurobindo. And with them they brought their children. The children had no idea where they 

had come, they have grown up in a environment where they got all the wonderful comforts that the 

Mother gave them and they knew Mother only as a physical Mother and not as the Divine Mother. 

Having grown up with there and continuing to live in the same comforts, demanding the same rights 
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and comforts but not as Sadhaks. This is Manoj Das Gupta, Batti-da, Dilip Mehtani and all these 

people. Now more seriously, why did Mother accept all those people? Mother saw in them an 

opportunity to bring up children fresh in new values, to try to seed humanity on a new ideal and new 

consciousness, that was her idea. So she brought them up personally, she made them do different 

activities; one of the activities she did with them was dramas. The first role that she gave Manoj Das 

Gupta in that drama was as high priest of evil….Polydon, in the drama of Sri Aurobindo, the second 

role she gave was as Poseidon, which is evil incarnate himself, Asura. Both the times he performed 

very well, I told you he is a good actor. She called him aside and told him “Be careful you must not 

identify with the dark forces, it is dangerous for you”. But she gave him those roles, very symbolic, 

she told us who he is. But she spent time with him to try to change him. Her work was bigger, it was 

not just to create a space of purity, it was also to overcome the Asura, to take away the instruments 

of the Asura and turn them, ok. So if that was successful it will have a massive effect in the whole 

universe. These are cosmic forces, you change one, it has a rippling effect, so for her the cost of it 

was worth it. Except that she kept them in check until She left the body, now they are loose, that’s 

the difference, ok. Now, what happens with Manoj Das Gupta , I will give you a couple of other 

incidents. Kumud-ben told us this. She said, once Mother called him aside and told him “In all your 

previous lives you have been opposing the Divine, this is the last chance given to you to serve the 

Divine. And if you don’t do that I will have to destroy you.” She’s speaking not to the man, she is 

speaking to the force that the man represents, that he incarnates. And in the 1980’s a strange incident 

took place. Madan Da was the head of the playground, the whole playground and he found that a 

small bird had built a nest above the Mother’s map. And its droppings were coming on Mother’s 

map, so he wanted to remove the nest.  Manoj Das Gupta came in between and told him, do not 

remove it. I am feeding peanuts to this bird because I want to see how Mother’s force will protect 

itself against this. You see that tendency, the thinking of the man, challenging Mother to see how she 

will protect herself. And this Madan-da came and told Pranab-da, who was very disturbed, what is 

this happening? What is this man doing ? Has he gone mad? Pranab-da used to tell this story to us as 

an example of the mindset of Manoj Das Gupta. I think with these the few incidents, you will 

understand what he told me, Who are you to defend Sri Aurobindo? Let him come and defend 

himself if he wants to. You get the idea.  

 

2.24.17 

 

See people, individuals can be connections or channels to Divine forces or to Asuric forces. It is 

their inspiration, what you open to, depending on what is your affinity. That’s why Sri Aurobindo 

says here invisible forces  can use situations and people as instruments. So Mother often dealt with 

people in that way. She saw in people certain forces and she would work with them in that way. So, 

we must take it in this spirit that there were individuals who represented hostile forces who came 

into the Ashram and whose work it is to battle Mother and Sri Aurobindo, battle the truth. And we 

must treat it as part of the universal battle. The only difference is we were sleeping, all these years. 

Now you have woken but it is a little too late but not too late, it’s late. And we have to do what we 

have to do. There were even people in Auroville like this. Mother said of certain people that they 

represent certain Asuric forces and they must not be allowed in Auroville. She said that and after she 

left her body those people managed to creep in and get in and started doing mischief. But she warned 

people it is just a question of whether we listen to her. She asked why they are doing? They can’t 

help it. That is their nature. They are driven by forces. 
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Question is inaudible 

 

I think there are many groups which don’t want to take a public position because they will lose their 

benefits. To put it very simply, Manoj Das Gupta today as was pointed out earlier, he controls 

everything. You want to go to Sri Aurobindo’s room, he will give you pass. You want to go to 

Dining Room, he will give you pass. You want to join the Ashram, he will give you permission or 

not. Any facility he decides. You want relics? He decides. Earlier Kumud-ben was there, she was 

bypassing him, he was angry. When  Kumud Ben passed away they were so angry that they forced 

her body to be taken out from the Ashram. She has lived there upstairs all her life. The brother said 

we will keep and place the body in Pavitra da's room. Within half an hour Manoj Das Gupta came 

and said I will not allow it, take it away to her sister's house and before the day was over, all her 

things were taken out from upstairs and sent to her house. As if he wants to purge the place, except 

they kept her gold mala and her mobile phone because they wanted to note down the numbers. 

 

2.26.48 

 

And then before the day was over, one of the Trustees went upstairs to Mother’s room, took out all 

of Mother's personal jewelry, took out all of Sri Aurobindo’s relics and took them away and as they 

said for safe keeping. Imagine Mother’s personal jewelry is not safe in Mother’s room. Sri 

Aurobindo’s relics are not safe in Mother’s room. They have to be taken to Managing Trustee’s 

house or his office for safe keeping. What a perversion. But they did all this even before Kumud 

ben's body was taken away, such was their anger. So my point is that, yes, there are people who have 

stood up like that but they control everything and so people are afraid to go against them. In Orissa, 

they are simply saying if we go against the Trustees who will give the relics to us? Manoj Das when 

finally the Trustees turned against all this and supported Peter, he told me personally, Sraddhalu, I 

hope you understand now I cannot take a public position on this anymore. So I said why? He told 

someone else we are dependent on the Trustees for our medical needs, for our food, for whatever 

facilities, so they rewarded him, how? They paid 3 lakhs to have a knee replacement surgery for him. 

He was happy. That was the price with which he was brought. 

 

Society, interesting because it was under pressure from Society members asking what are you doing? 

What are you doing? So they decided to pass a resolution condemning the book. So in March, in 

their meeting they sat down and had a discussion, unfortunately Vijay-ji of Delhi, not Pondicherry, 

but Delhi Vijay-ji, he put a lot of pressure on them to try to dilute the phrasing. And the argument 

which he used was, that Society should not get involved in all this and that this has nothing to do 

with us, which is totally false. So afterwards I sat with him and had a discussion which I will tell you 

about. So their whole wording was diluted but they anyway announced that book is bad and 

condemned and we appreciate that Trustees have not allowed it to be sold in SABDA. When they 

wanted to print this statement in the All India magazine, the Trustees ordered the press to edit the 

statement and remove that one line, which says that Trustees have not allowed it to be sold in 

SABDA. Imagine that kind of control. But then I went to meet Vijay-ji Delhi, sat with him and I 

explained to him, factually point by point what are the distortions in the book, how it is harmful, etc, 

etc. He put his head in his hands, he said I did not know all this. Then he said I feel it has nothing to 

do with Society. I said false. You are Sri Aurobindo Society, you are not Vijay Poddar Society. If 

you are Vijay Poddar Society it has nothing to do with you. But who will give you money if you are 

Vijay Poddar Society? People give money for Sri Aurobindo Society because you have Sri 
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Aurobindo's name and if Sri Aurobindo is abused you are responsible. So he kept quiet. Then he said 

but the Bangalore Society center had written that you must put members of Society in the advisory 

committee of the Ashram to prevent this sort of misuse. Why should they say that?  The Trustees 

will think we want power in the Ashram. I said forget what Trustees think, they don’t deserve our 

support. What is wrong in what the Bangalore center has said? If the decisions of the Trustees on the 

whim and fancy of his moods that day, he likes your face, he doesn’t like your face and takes a 

decision this is not acceptable. If his one decision is going to affect millions of people then they 

better be involved in an advisory capacity at least. And I see nothing wrong. If Society is dependent 

on the Ashram Trustees decisions well, they must be represented in some way so that they can give 

their feedback, I see nothing wrong in it. This is part of the reform that is necessary, we must have a 

larger voice among all those who are involved, who are children of the Mother in matters which 

affect them. In other matters yes, doesn’t matter. So he said yes, I agree with you. I said then why 

are you afraid, we must speak. But unfortunately he has been compromised. Pradip-bhai  was 

compromised, how? See he is fully with us, he is critical of the book, critical of the Trustees but he 

can’t take a public position because year years back, he was offered, he and his wife, were made 

Ashramites, in February of last year. Why? What has his wife done for the Ashram? What he is 

doing directly for the Ashram? It was a way by which they were bribing him, by offering him 

facilities in the Ashram and medical facilities and security so the practical result is that he is not able 

to take a direct position criticizing them. See, these are subtle ways of buying out. Ex-students of the 

Ashram who have nothing to do with the Ashram, they only received the privilege of growing up 

there and all their life they spent outside, they have been now given facility to participate in any 

activities in the school and Ashram competitions, as a way of bribing them to get their support.  

 

2.32.05 

 

Question inaudible 

 

Exactly, exactly, many, ..it is happening in the Ashram because it is happening out there. It is 

symbolic and it must be resolved here, it will be resolved there. That’s why we have to fight it.  

 

Yes, we must see it not as a political move we must see it purely as a problem of forces which want 

to harm and destroy. That is the same things represented in politics.  

 

Yes, absolutely, absolutely, absolutely. 

 

I appreciate; let me tell you one thing. We in the Ashram are equally pained as you are.  

 

Let me tell you something. Mother was very clear, the protection works only when we accept the 

Divine. The Divine protection cannot work if we abuse the Divine or turn away from the Divine or if 

we admit from the other side the hostile forces. Remember in 'The Mother',  little booklet, she says, 

the light and truth will act only under those conditions of truth otherwise it would defeat its own 

purpose. So today, what we have in the Ashram community as a whole is an infection of falsehood 

which is threatening the survival of the community and why? You should not feel bad about it, I 

would think you should have expected it. I am saying to myself, why we didn’t face it sooner, why 

did we deceive ourselves and not recognize it was happening, we should have stopped it earlier 

before it became so bad. We were asleep we were cowardly we were blinded we have been taught, 
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see no evil, speak no evil, hear no evil. And it is very cozy to live in a cocoon where we see no evil 

and hear no evil but it is happening, if it is hitting you well, you better face it. This is the situation 

we are facing in the Ashram and which I am sharing with you. I know it is painful, I know it is 

painful. 

 

See tomorrow when it appears in the newspapers you should not be ashamed, because you have this 

background, you know that people in the Ashram are saying this is false, this is wrong and we want 

to correct it. See you will be proud of us, that we are doing what is right come what may. We are not 

concerned about our personal safety. I told you those 30 people some of them are 60,70,80 they are 

standing proudly, fearlessly, whatever the consequences. And you should be proud of that, these are 

Mother’s children. Remember Mother said, she gave a prayer to us. Make of us the hero warriors 

that we aspire to become. May we fight successfully the great battle of the future that is to be born 

against the past that seeks to endure, so that the new things may manifest and we be ready to receive 

them. The whole Sadhana is encapsulated in this as a battle. 

 

And that’s why we must protect it. Your right, that’s why I kept saying the underlying Ashram is 

intact. Absolutely, absolutely, unfortunately because I have a short time and I have to give you all 

the painful messages, it seems exaggerated. So let me just tell you that the underlying Ashram is 

intact. It is beautiful, very special, unique in the whole world in human history but it is under threat 

and that is why we must act now. That is the message I want to give and as a affirmative spirituality 

we must expect opposition and we must take steps to fight for the truth against the falsehood. I think 

we will end here for today. 

 

2.38.28 

 

You know that is why it is so painful for us when we read in Peter’s book, each one of Sri 

Aurobindo's books has been abused and trivialized saying he has no originality, his style of writing 

is meaningless, incomprehensible and his poetry is outdated all these things pains us. You see. 

 

2.39.38 

 

India's partition was not necessary for India's growth. It is a setback. But progress will happen in 

spite of it, that’s how it should be seen and similarly this problem, it was not necessary, it is a 

setback. But in spite of it we will overcome because we stand with Sri Aurobindo and he will 

overcome. We will end with this and we will end with a short concentration and invoke the Mother’s 

force, Mother’s help, Mother’s guidance and Her strength to lead us through this passage that She 

may emerge victorious. 

 

2.40.18 

END OF RECORDING 


