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By Alok Pandey: 

A CALL FOR UNITY 

 

The greatest threat we face now is not the government but division within the community that 
has gathered around Sri Aurobindo and the Mother. Of course it was always a loose-knit 
community given the vastness and freedom of the Integral Path. But despite the variety and the 
diversity we were still held together in our love for the Mother. In fact our love for Her was only 
a pale reflection, a limited and imperfect response to Her Love that held us all together. While 
Her Love remains ever the same, perhaps even greater since we have plunged headlong into the 
abyss, - and only a Love greater than the earth has ever known can rescue us, somewhere we 
have not been able to respond adequately. We have failed so to say, or else today we would not 
be such a laughing stock before the world nor an easy game for all kinds of forces that divide and 
destroy. The energies that are given to us for progress and change have been locked against each 
other. The strength to battle our inner enemies has been maimed since we are busy looking for 
the enemy outside. We are, in short destroying each other and by doing so negating Her Work 
and Her Love in each one of us. This is a most dangerous situation to say the least, a brink if one 
may say so. It has become irrelevant why and how we have arrived at this brink. It is even 
irrelevant who and what led us here. There are of course always philosophical and spiritual 
justifications, each valid in its own right and if in the Divine Wisdom we have to go through all 
this and worse then so be it. Perhaps this purging was necessary so that the poison stuff of our 
nature may be thrown out and we are ready for a greater leap forward. But surely there are 
happier ways to carry the evolutionary march forward, ways that are in harmony with Truth and 
Peace and Light. This is not the time to blame anyone. Not the time to take out our personal 
grudges, to grumble and complain, to think of victory and defeat of our petty personal egos. In 
such a wild game, to paraphrase Lewis Carroll, we all are losers. Regardless of who or which 
side wins the case we all stand to loose. We loose that which is indispensable for a collective 
work, - Unity, Harmony and Truth and a dynamic collaboration based on mutual respect for each 
other and the deep understanding that each one's journey is essentially Her journey. 

Yes, we are all pained with the 'book' that brought down the sublime to the ridiculous. We are all 
pained at the most insensitive way Peter Heehs, the self-styled historian has dealt with the 
Master's life. We have been pained at the way our entreaties went unacknowledged and unheard, 
at the way the whole PH affair has been treated with utter disregard to the sensibilities of the 
devotees. We may also have had moments and circumstances where we have disagreed with the 
decisions made by the administration, for whatever justifiable reasons. Yes, we may have shed 
tears of blood reading the book with anguish in our hearts to see the Lord being treated thus in 
His own Home. And yet the big challenge today is that should we in reaction and response go as 
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far as destroying decades of collective work built upon the unity around Her. Would not this also 
amount to letting the historian have his way by dividing all of us while he watches merrily by the 
side? Is this not a repetition of Indian history in another context? Should we allow this to 
happen? It is one thing to chase away a man who has been repeatedly throwing stones at the 
Master. He is of a nuisance value. It is quite another to let a whole community draw swords 
against each other over the degree of response to be meted out to him. Let us not forget that the 
Ashram inmates (let us leave aside the outsiders who were unfortunately brought into the fray) 
were near unanimous with regard to the book and the historian. They spoke in one voice against 
it. But when it came to sorting out other issues within the Ashram by going to the court and 
sitting in dharna, the views have been divided. Quite naturally, it is much better to resolve all 
issues within the present set-up by doing some kind of a collective self-reflection, atma-
manthan, so to say, rather than take our issues to places where falsehood sits on judgment and 
money decides the rules of the game. We have our own rules and we can surely work it out 
within by the Ashram way of life with which the outsiders are not in sympathy with. We have 
been blessed to have another vision. Let us apply it to resolve the issues rather than try the 
ordinary ways that eventually amount to nothing and are as worthless as the other old ways of 
life. All the issues of life, individual and collective are an evolutionary challenge to us. Let us 
find another way, the New Way to solve them. 

Both sides have made mistakes. All of us have made our mistakes. If someone does not want to 
acknowledge it because the ego does not wish to admit and tries always to justify its actions or 
simply because it needs too much of courage to admit our faults while it takes very little to point 
out the real and unreal defects of others, then leave him aside. He will learn his own way. Who 
but a blinded fool can say that his sincerity is above board and he is not answerable to anyone. 
Only the Divine has that privilege and very often He is ready and willing to change His course 
and decisions if that be needed for the larger collective good. He admits His errors, and where 
He knows He is right, He takes pains to patiently explain His course to His devotees. But we 
humans stubbornly stick to a point and by our rigidity prevent the Divine Action which works 
best in a state of quiet receptivity, wideness and plasticity.  

The fact is that in any quarrel, somewhere both sides are involved and party to it. Both are guilty 
and both are losers regardless of who wins in the court room. Perhaps the force of division that 
one finds running like a constant undercurrent in the self-proclaimed historian's book has jumped 
out of it and occupied everyone involved in it. We see the same symptoms, - slander and 
falsehood, misquotes and half-quotes to justify ourselves. Which side or camp can say with the 
hand of Truth on their hearts that they have not indulged in slander, twisting of facts, even worse, 
hurling abusive expletives onto the others. It does not matter whether any particular individual 
did it or not. When one is part of a group then to some extent one bears responsibility for the 
collective actions as well. What have we achieved in the process? More and more division and, 
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more than that, an adverse effect upon Her Work. By pulling down each other we have displayed 
a characteristic Indian tendency, of diminishing our collective strength, of reducing our 
collective energy that works best when we have unity and harmony. Imagine the situation where 
each side is busy looking at the fault of the others, - one side imagining ambition and other 
imagining jealousy. It is irrelevant whether it is true or not. The fact is that each side has 
something beautiful to offer; each is serving Her in their own way. Let us strengthen that rather 
than pulling each other down.  

Yes we have all made mistakes and continue to make them. It is no point counting them. The 
Filios and the Abalas, regardless of their camps are two sides of the same coin. Slander and lie is 
falsehood and is never justified, whatever be the cause. Falsehood cannot serve Truth, it can only 
distort it. Has not the author done precisely this, torturing the shape of Truth by using half-truths 
and lies of his own imaginings and called it objectivity? Are we doing any better, to whichever 
side we may belong? After all Truth cannot be a one-sided one-dimensional vision of things, 
especially a dark vision that sees nothing but darkness around. Are we supposed to grow into 
such a vision that sees darkness everywhere or a vision where we see the Divine in all things! 
How can a vision that sees only the dark side of people be a divinely inspired vision or a Vision 
of Truth? Let us also not forget that Truth is supreme harmony; it acts with the vision of Beauty 
in its heart. Truth does not make us harsh and bitter but wide and compassionate, strong and 
sincere. Least of all does it make us blind to our own follies while being acutely aware of the 
defects of others. Unfortunately this seems to be the case on both sides of the camp. Those who 
are on one side are seeing only evil and all evil in those on the other side and all good in the side 
they have chosen to belong. What could be further from Truth than this puerile blindness? How 
can it be that one side is fully right and the other fully wrong? Why can’t we find and 
acknowledge the truth of each side and holding it together build a beautiful synthesis of 
divergent views, taking the advantage of each other’s discovery of what needs to change within 
and outside us. Why presume that we know all and the others know nothing? Why not meet in a 
spirit of acceptance and understanding of each other’s pain and each other’s concerns. Why feel 
threatened from each other and behave as enemies when we all profess to follow the same path? 
Leave aside other high things. This is elementary. Are we so immature so as to fight with each 
other so bitterly? What a beautiful example of the New Creation we are placing before the world, 
- the would be’ supramental elite’ fighting battles in courtrooms with lies as weapons and ego as 
armour! It must be very inspiring for ‘lesser mortals’ to watch our inability to resolve our 
collective disputes because our rigid ego hell-bent upon victory rather than truth would not allow 
us to meet and harmonise!     

Let us pause and reflect. Let us weed out carefully each and every thought, feeling and impulse 
that is contrary to Truth and hurts the Spirit of Beauty. Is this path worth it? After all, as it stands 
today, the historian is out and the book has been prevented from taking roots in the Indian soil. 
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The mischief has been recognised even though not fully and publicly acknowledged, which is 
understandable as it needs great courage to acknowledge, even recognise one's own mistakes. So 
let us not insist on that. Let us stop and try to bring everyone together with a firm resolve to be 
Her better children and a firmer will towards unity and harmony even if it means swallowing our 
pride and insult. Let us leave those who have insulted us and may continue to do so at Her Feet 
who alone exists and rules. Her Love qwill turn all personal insults and stones thrown at us into 
flowers offered at Her Feet. Let us come out of this haze and maze, cut away the bonds of 
falsehood and division like Sunaskshepa of old. For Her sake let us come together once again 
and speak in one voice, the only Truth that is worthy of being repeated and remembered, that we 
all belong to Her and are one in Her Love.        

And still if we must fight for whatever reason then let us at least show nobility and courage in 
being truthful at all levels and in every way regardless of the result of the court case. Is this 
niskama karma not a basic teaching of the Gita? Even in battle there can a certain dignity. But 
what we are witnessing is the total chaos of darkness where a lie is being brought in to vindicate 
‘truth’ and ‘truth’ is being used to justify a lie. How much more worse can it become and how 
low can we stoop. This pain is not any less than the pain that the book thrust upon us for as with 
the book here too we are using a partial truth to justify a lie and using a lie to win a case (or an 
argument) and call it truth.  

Yes we can unite if we open our hearts truly to Truth. In the heart there resounds unheard the 
secret rhythms of unity. In the mind we are always divided.   

I am sure, if even a few from either side decide to shed the camps created by the fictitious ego, 
and come together in a spirit of understanding of each other, of listening to each other, of 
goodwill and harmony, of mutual trust and respect, then the ‘impossible’ can still be achieved 
and a greater harmony emerge out of the deepest division. Perhaps this is the time when the 
silent seniors should step in and try to persuade both sides to sit together, come together and 
resolve all issues together, taking advantage of each other’s experience and goodwill. May Her 
Divine Sacrifice not go wasted. May we once again speak in one voice, together may we utter 
the mantra of Her Love. I CLOSE THIS WITH THIS HOPE AND ASPIRATION AND 
PRAYER offered at Her Feet:  

 

 

September 1, 1914* 

OMOTHER Divine, with what fervour, what ardent love I came to Thee in Thy deepest 
consciousness, in Thy high status of sublime love and perfect felicity, and I nestled so close 
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into Thy arms and loved Thee with so intense a love that I became altogether Thyself. Then 
in the silence of our mute ecstasy a voice from yet profounder depths arose and the voice 
said, “Turn towards those who have need of thy love.” All the grades of consciousness 
appeared, all the successive worlds. Some were splendid 
and luminous, well ordered and clear; there knowledge was resplendent, expression was 
harmonious and vast, will was potent and invincible. Then the worlds darkened in a 
multiplicity more and more chaotic, the Energy 
became violent and the material world obscure and sorrowful. 
And when in our infinite love we perceived in its entirety the hideous suffering of the world 
of misery and ignorance, when we saw our children locked in a sombre struggle, flung 
upon each other by energies that had deviated from their true aim, we willed ardently that 
the light of Divine Love should be made manifest, a transfiguring force at the centre of 
these distracted elements. Then, that the will might be yet more powerful and effective, we 
turned towards Thee, O unthinkable Supreme, and we implored Thy aid. And from the 
unsounded depths of the Unknown a reply came sublime and formidable and we knew that 
the earth was saved. 
 

 

September 9, 1914 
THE world is divided between two opposite forces struggling for supremacy, and both are 
equally against Thy law, O Lord; for Thou dost not want either mortal stagnation or blind 
destruction. It is in a constant, 
progressive and luminous transformation that Thou expressest Thyself; and it is this we 
must establish upon earth if we want to manifest Thy will. 
At times our impatience would like to know immediately the means of this manifestation. 
But our impatience is futile and receives no answer. For the knowledge will come at the 
opportune moment, at the moment of action. 
Hence it is with the thought at peace and with the realising will calm and strong that we 
await the sign Thou wilt give us. 
* * * 
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By Manoj Das: 

 

Dear Dr. Alok-ji, 

Thanks for your kind message that came to me through E-mail, I being one of the five persons to 
whom it is despatched. I sincerely appreciate your anguish and agony. My anguish and agony too 
are intense.  On the basis of this feeling common to both of us we can surely empathise with each 
other. We both also have the faith that if we sincerely pray to the Divine Mother, Her 
compassion would never fail us. 

 Three broad points emerge from your letter: First, there is a division within the Ashram 
community. Second, it was the book by PH that started the mischief. Third, you would like both 
sides to “sit together, come together and resolve all issues together”.  

 Alok-ji, I propose to be absolutely frank with you. I do not see the situation to be that 
simple. First, I am of the firm belief that there is no division within the community.  As you have 
written, the PH book is not the issue today – although your observation on why it is not an issue 
today is different from my thinking. But let me not go into that. If that is not the issue, what do 
you think to be the issue that could divide the Ashram community? True, at an early stage, the 
PH book had created a commotion. It was a stimulated commotion. Your observation, “Let us 
not forget that the Ashram inmates were near unanimous with regard to the book and the 
historian”, I am sorry to say, is a questionable statement. Kindly reflect on the realty: how many 
inmates had read the book? How can they be said to have been “near unanimous” without 
reading the book? The Ashram had neither published nor made it available through its only 
outlet, SABDA.  You know it very well that a few people deliberately distributed selective 
quotes from the book without their context, with their own comments designed to agitate the 
people and succeeded in creating a sensation on the surface of the Ashram life. Even then, the 
vast majority of the inmates, true to the peaceful tradition of the Ashram, remained untouched. 
They had not forgotten the purpose of their stay here.  As we all know, in any community a few 
can always disturb the atmosphere to an extent when it will appear to be a general upheaval. The 
tactics adopted by the organisers were practised by petty politicos, none expected their inroad 
into our Ashram. The tactics included mixing a few of their recruits from the inmates with 
imported ones and making them sit in dharna as a protest against the book to begin with, but 
thereafter to put up a huge hoarding listing an assortment of totally irrelevant complains against 
the Trust, the motive being to create a wrong impression of the Ashram in the minds of 
thousands of visitors.  
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 Majority of our inmates know that certain matters should be left to the Trust. The Trust 
has to be circumspective; they have to decide about actions in matters in the light and inspiration 
they receive. The principles of dharna, instigating the public against the Ashram Trust through 
posters and TV appearances should not influence the Trust in its decisions. Many outsiders 
attached to the Ashram are surprised that elements who indulge in such cheap gimmicks are 
tolerated by the Ashram. They should be tolerated as much as possible because, in keeping with 
the Mother’s and the Master’s work, elements of divergent natures have gathered here. 

 No, Alok-ji, there is no division within the community. No basic ideology is at stake. 
You say, “The fact is in any quarrel, somewhere both sides are involved and party to it”. That 
reminds me of the proverb that the sound of clapping cannot be produced without both the hands. 
True, but one hand is enough to stab somebody. We cannot place on the same pedestal the 
Ashram Trust and those few who are carrying on the Anti-Ashram campaign without any logical 
basis, those who invent ever-new lies, and ask the two parties to reconcile.     

 As I see it, those who are indulging in such unexpected activities like circulating nasty 
leaflets, seeking the courtesy of sensation-hungry media, persuading an MLA to criticise the 
Ashram in the Assembly, themselves remaining present in the gallery to encourage him, have 
unfortunately placed themselves in the hands of very powerful and possessive wrong forces. 
Efforts to dislodge the Trust are not new. Soon after the Mother’s passing away a very powerful 
coterie at Delhi tried its hand in that regard. The move was frustrated. Then began an effort by a 
handful of inmates who formed strange associations in the names of “inmates” or “beneficiaries” 
– moves that were unheard of in the annals of Ashrams in India. Since there was nothing big for 
them to make issues, they pounced on trifles that could be used to spread suspicion. I do not wish 
to lengthen this response with instances. There was yet another external agency that tried to 
capitalise on “Savitri” issue. Let me not proceed… 

 The present group hostile to the Ashram seems to be quite resourceful in terms of 
ruthlessness and money power. Alas, their money power is a mystery. Each paisa spent by the 
Ashram is accounted for. But what about the accounts of these people? One observer said that 
the amount of money they might have spent in despatching bulky documents of lies using and 
thereby abusing the Mother’s handwriting “Cling to Truth” on its cover, sending the parcels 
through courier to hundreds or may be thousands of addresses all over the world should amount 
to a colossal sum, not to speak of their expenditure on lawyers, engaging workers to launch 
litigations, trips, gathering supporters, lodging and feeding them, etc. One wonders what is the 
source of this money, who is financing this effort to topple the Trust and hand over the Ashram 
to Government Administrator. 

 Dr. Alok-ji, friends like you who appear to have sympathy with these people should try to 
unravel this mystery. Even those who blindly follow these anti-Ashram movers may not be quite 
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aware of the basic motive of their own leaders. The Trust, apart from discharging its difficult 
responsibility of the management of as complex an organisation as the Ashram which draws 
innumerable visitors, has to pay attention to the problems of its over one thousand and thirteen 
hundred individual inmates. No organisation can fully satisfy all the demands or sentiments of all 
its inmates. But most of the inmates take their difficulties as natural; they are here voluntarily to 
lead an inner life, not a comfortable life. In fact quite a number of them had opportunities to lead 
luxurious life outside which they have left behind for a life that is infinitely more purposeful. But 
a few who obviously were here for enjoying positions or comforts or some whose ego is pricked 
for some reason have joined the small militant group. Let us hope that good sense will prevail in 
them, sooner or later. 

 In any organisation there will be individuals who would make mistakes and even do 
something evil. We cannot blame the management for every such incident – more so in a unique 
and peculiar Ashram like ours where inmates enjoy so much freedom. Short of treachery, how to 
describe the action of a few inmates going public with grotesquely exaggerated versions of some 
insignificant incidents? No Trust Board can ever claim that its members are perfect; trustees of 
today will go and there will be new trustees tomorrow. They may be more vigilant ones. Today’s 
inmates are not immortals either. The future may find more diligent and more sincere Sadhaks. 
That may better justify the trouble the Mother took to build up the Ashram. What right had a 
handful of men and women of our generation to change the basic character of the Ashram by 
trying to dissolve the Trust Board that owes its existence to the deed left by the Mother, the 
founder of the Ashram?  

 Can we ever get over the confusion so artificially created? Law will take its own course. 
But the real solution lies in a psychological change. What do we do to begin with? 

 Your well-written message breathes a hatred for PH. I too am struggling hard to 
transcend my hatred for those elements whose activities are mind-boggling. What do those ladies 
and men gain by courting the commercial TV and blurting out lies against the Ashram? Is it their 
hunger for limelight? Is it their scratched ego because of some unfavourable treatment they 
might have received? Is it sheer perversion? It could be a combination of all these factors in them 
which the traditional wicked forces are exploiting. I believe, the best we can do, to begin with, is 
aspire to transcend this very element of hatred – I for these people and you for PH. Only then our 
action towards peace could bear some fruit. 

       Thanking you and with best wishes, 

 

        (Manoj Das) 
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By Alok Pandey: 

Dear and respected Manoj da 

 

First of all I am grateful for your reply. I believe that meaningful communication 

and mutual understanding (even a genuine effort towards it) would iron out many 

creases and issues that have come to haunt the Ashram community over the last 

few decades. I can only recall the Lord’s own example and how He would take so 

much pains to answer our silliest queries, including moods and moments of revolt 

in the disciples; how far He went to explain a certain stand and view point to 

members of the Ashram, including, if necessary, issuing public notices on 

occasions to make things clear to the ignorant inmates. It helps when we 

communicate and reciprocate with each other with goodwill and mutual respect, 

sympathy and love. Thank you for that. Otherwise I was expecting only a fresh 

barrage of insults from some quarters to which some of us have got quite used to 

by now! 

 

I agree and am equally pained at the sight of such blatant lies, distorted 

statements, and half‐truths being used by some of our friends simply to score a 

win. Apart from the fact that it contradicts the fundamental teachings of Yoga, it 

is also a blot upon our humanness when we can stoop to such low levels. The 

sight of interviews on Raj TV, the slanderous posters, the cheap attempts to rope 

in politicians with vested interests, sitting in public dharna right below Her Room, 

going to the courtrooms of falsehood to resolve our home issues, washing our 

dirty linen in full public view are all an extremely ugly sight and what is worse, 

something that borders on to the perverse. Insults and abuses, ill‐will and deceit 

are clear signs that a world of falsehood is active and is busy creating as much 

disharmony and disorder as it can. It is painful beyond measure.  May be it is a 

purging and a catharsis of all that is dark and ugly but it is a pitiable sight to see 

brothers flung against each other; we who should be united in a single cause are 
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busy cancelling each other’s efforts and energies towards the same goal. Who 

would not detest this? The point is whether it is enough to simply feel sad about 

this or is there still something that we can do! That was the focus of my letter. 

 

Yes the indispensable condition is transcending hatred, rancour, jealousy, fear 

and all the rest. But is there anything else that we can do externally to ease things 

out? After all the court case (even the effort to defend it) is also something 

external, an outer action so to say. Can we sort this out in a manner more 

befitting our humanity? I believe we can if both sides have this will. I also believe 

that on both sides there is enough goodwill still present and much of what we see 

is a question of a misguided sentimental idealism. I say this on the basis of 

speaking to a number of persons from time to time, on both sides. With due 

respect to your perceptions, I am sorry, I do not agree that it is simply a matter of 

ambition and power play. May be there are some forces and persons who are 

after power and revenge etc but my own perception is that this belief that it is all 

about power has only made things worse. Can we as mature adults stop seeing 

ambition and jealousy in each other and start working more realistically trusting 

that some persons are truly aggrieved, rightly or wrongly, and try to understand 

why they feel the way they feel and if there is any merit in their feelings and if 

something can be done to help make things better! That would be a constructive 

use of this conflict, in my limited view at least. 

 

Of course these things can always be suppressed by force or crushed by hard 

decisions or won and lost in the court. But is that truly a solution, either ways? 

The psychological tendencies, the occult founts will remain and surely not get 

weeded out by winning in the court or removing the dissenters from their work. 

May be we are called upon to find another way and deal with old problems of 

disharmony and ambitions and jealousies in a different manner. If we take this 

issue as a test case, a challenge that has come upon us, then the real task would 
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be to create a higher harmony out of totally disparate elements and chaotic 

things. Winning or loosing a court case is the silliest of all remedies, if remedy it is 

at all. That is my contention and I believe there is a way if we can show large‐

heartedness and true magnanimity, not a magnanimity that tolerates since it has 

no other choice but one that tries to understand the voice of dissent and uses 

opposition to build a greater synthesis.  

 

Yes I do feel anger towards PH for having thus sullied the Master but I must clarify 

that there is no hatred in it. Hatred is a very personal reaction and by Her Grace I 

did not feel it even towards those who were openly and publicly insulting me. But 

the anger I feel towards PH for this book is something impersonal to say the least. 

Yes, I am offering it at Her Feet and She has taken out much of the sting and the 

pain that I experienced when I read the book. But still, the very thought of the 

book or its mention does bring it out again from some deep recesses of my being 

and I ask how could this happen and how could this be acceptable? Nothing, in 

my view could be more perverse, more treacherous than the public belittling of 

the Master by a disciple within His Home, under whatever pretext or justification. 

To my perception it is this one hostile and perverse act that has opened the doors 

to all other kinds of perversity and hostility that has followed, brought in other 

forces of confusion that are always waiting in the dusk to take advantage of the 

falling Light. Of course there would be different perceptions but then those other 

perceptions have not helped find a remedy whereas a remedy based upon this 

perception has not even been tried. 

 

Lastly, I must also add that I am not in sympathy or antipathy (two sides of the 

same coin) with persons any more than I am in sympathy with any of my patients 

or those in distress. I draw a line between people, work, issues and ideologies. I 

am in sympathy with the strong reactions that many have felt regarding the PH 

issue. Yes they came to know about it through the circulation of the extracts but 
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these extracts were not totally out of context. The only thing about them was that 

they did not mention some good things that the author had to say about his 

sublime subject. But that apart, the extracts were very much indicative and 

representative of what the book contains. I however agree that this does not 

justify the use of dharnas and court cases (whether in defence or offence), lies, 

slander, television interviews maligning the Ashram Trust or its inmates. I am also 

totally against any acts of vindictiveness from any side. Yes I completely agree 

that the Ashram is not a place for comfort or special privileges to anyone. One of 

the beauty of this Ashram that all are equal here. But since not all are in the same 

stage it may be helpful to listen and understand people when they have a rightful 

or wrongful grievance, to listen with a wide, compassionate and an understanding 

heart, to listen with sympathy and without outrightly condemning them for their 

feelings or labelling them as ambitious and revengeful etc. Most human beings 

just like to be heard and understood even if their problems cannot always be 

resolved.  That is the luminous example we have of the Master and the Mother 

before us, of Their untiring patience in dealing with countless human problems.  

 

I know very well that administration is not easy, here or elsewhere and one can 

never satisfy everyone. But one can always hear out and reciprocate / 

communicate in a gesture of understanding each other’s pain. I feel that is one of 

the things that went wrong here, a total lack of empathy with what devotees felt 

about the book. I agree that the Trustees are as much human as any of us and 

that is why I have even ventured to suggest the possibility of a human solution. It 

is precisely because none of us is infallible that it is necessary that we take a re‐

look at ourselves and the way we all have gone about this issue on both sides. But 

for that at least some persons need to step out of the camp feeling and sit 

together to press for a different and harmonious solution. It is keeping this in 

mind that I expressed my anguish and will for unity to some persons on both 

sides, persons whom I respect, not for their position but for their maturity and 

wisdom with the hope that may be another way can still be found. Of those 
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whom I thus respect and regard is you. If in the process of expressing my feelings 

frankly to you I have been in nay way disrespectful, then I seek an apology. It is 

just that I love to be frank with my elders and speak out my heart without 

concealing anything. Hope you will understand. 

 

Dear Manoj da, I truly believe that nothing is lost still. The Mother is giving us 

many opportunities to surpass our individual egos and find a harmonious 

resolution to this issue. Even if you believe that the community is not divided (I 

differ from this perception though, especially when we take into account the 

larger community cantered around Sri Aurobindo) and there are just some 30 or 

40 or 50 disgruntled voices, they are still voices of our human self, our own voices 

in another face and form. It is easy to stubbornly snub them out but that would 

amount to leaving the problem for another day, a legacy of the past that we keep 

pushing under the carpet and pass on to others who shall come after us. May be 

we can leave this too for another day when a larger‐seeing man with a nobler 

heart shall arise out of our animal humanity. In that case, yes, let us sit and pray 

and quietly go about our routine daily work as usual, turning a blind eye to all else 

but our comfort zone, take it that all is fine and these are but roar of rumours and 

not winds of change inviting us to a deeper level of dealing with each other.  

 

I hope I have not burdened your time and patience with this rather long letter. I 

am grateful to you for hearing and bearing me out. But I will be even more 

grateful if dear Manoj da you or some other elders could help find a better way to 

resolve this issue, a way more consistent with a community that is expected to be 

a Gnostic‐Collectivity‐in‐the‐making. My love, affection, goodwill and respect for 

you and other elders remains the same regardless of all this. 

 

With fond regards 
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Alok 

 

 

PS: Even as I am about to send this letter to you, I have received another barrage 
of insult. I am copying this to you to show the acuteness of the perversity that is not 
confined to any particular camp or individuals. It is copied below: 

 

“ Believe me, it is not a pretense; even a casual glance at her letter would tell us 
that Dr. Gayatri is genuinely afflicted with the mad Gai disease; one has to be 
raving nuts to choose to replace the temperate authority of the Ashram 
administration by that of a government known for its matchless inefficiency and 
supreme corruption.  

No doubt the senior sadhaks in their wisdom advised Dr Gai to consult Dr. Alok 
Pande, to cure her from her diseased mental state. Who but a mad doctor like Alok 
Pande can empathise with a mad woman or more precisely another mad doctor???  

Apart from madness, both have many things in common. Both are:          

1. Experts at public posturing 
2. Self‐promoters constantly seeking the centre stage by crook more than by 

hook 
3.  Acutely conscious of their self‐importance; both suffer from a morbid 

propensity to ventilate pre‐Cambrian ideas and opinions at public forums 
when most people don’t even want to know who they are or what they 
rant 

4.  Known for their unmatched skill at lying through their teeth 
5.  Hypocrites of the first order 
6.  Pseudo‐guardians of spirituality with a demonstrable ability to talk the 

walk rather than walk the talk (Alok is incomparable for his proficiency in 
psychic certification while Gai is a veritable Sarama when it comes to 
intuiting tamasic surrender in senior sadhaks and sadhikas) 
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7.  Known to suffer from persecution complex while actually bullying others 
(Alok Pande prefers to bully school going teenage girls while Dr. Gai has a 
penchant for senior citizens / head of her department) 

8. Completely empty upstairs (in fact they don’t  have a ground floor either; 
they make do with just a sump below the cellar where the sewage collects); 
they come to serious conclusions based on hearsay or other people’s 
outlook. 

9.  Gurudrohis  (While both are members of Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Alok 
Pande’s god and guru is Vijay Poddar whom he copies every garbage he 
writes;  Dr. Gai’s guru on the other hand is His Fakeness Shri Shri (108 
times) Sada Alu Renegade whose whims are her commands. She is 
currently the acting spokeswoman and the poster girl of the cancer that he 
heads) 

The expert advice is that they should both be bundled off to a deserted island 
somewhere between India and Sri Lanka with a decent supply of Ashram bread 
and drinking water where they can lecture each other ad nauseam on spirituality till 
they either go complete bananas or cure themselves permanently.  

Cheers 

Bulu” 
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By Manoj Das: 

 

         1st October 2013 

 

Dear Dr. Alok-ji, 

 Many thanks for your second letter in response to my reply to your first one. I was away 
for a short while and that delayed this response from me.  

 I do not have the least doubt that you are deeply pained by the situation. I am sure you 
will believe me when I say that I am equally pained, if not more. I have deeply reflected on your 
letter and the more I have done so, the more helpless I have felt at the mental as well as 
emotional planes. Inwardly I know that the Supreme’s will be done and that is the faith that 
sustains me.  

 You say, “I am sorry, I do not agree that it is simply a matter of ambition and power 
play.” Did I say so? I do not know if I did. No; what is active is the power of a very conscious 
(paradoxically speaking) force of unconsciousness and hostility. Ambition and power play are on 
the surface – merely symptoms of that terrible force. I do not know what can you or I do, 
concretely, to change that force.  

 I still feel bewildered that how a book – any book – could have inspired a group of people 
to try destroy the very basic nature of the Ashram. Who is responsible for corrupting the 
atmosphere? A book which hardly anybody possessed or would care to read or those who 
distribute thousands of copies of questionable extracts from the book, giving one of the biggest 
boosts ever to any recent publication? 

 You say about the book, “I ask how could this happen and how could this be 
acceptable?” 

 Acceptable by whom, in what sense? The book may have its merits and demerits. Is it 
not for the individual reader to accept or reject it? I understand that some people would not 
tolerate an inmate of the Ashram to write a book in a way which they do not like. They wish the 
author to be punished because he belonged to the Ashram family. (Who would care if he was not 
an inmate!) To me it appears like the Khap Panchayat attitude – and the attitude that is not 
qualitatively very different from those who are the votaries of “Honour Killing”. I cannot 
reconcile this attitude with my idea of our calling ourselves disciples of the Master and the 
Mother. I need not elaborate. 
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Dear Dr. Alok-ji, I have already written, in my earlier letter, my feelings about the 
situation at some length. The book is only a ploy. It is a great pity that some people would 
stimulate the medieval impulse of religiosity among others who had never read the book and 
gradually lead the crowd to believe numerous lies invented against the Ashram. It is a very old 
trick. I am yet to fathom the nature of those who are indulging in such mischief.  One thing is 
certain: it is hostile. Nothing else can explain “disciples” calling for the Mother’s Trust-deed to 
be declared invalid, calling for government takeover of the Ashram administration! Through my 
humble knowledge of institutions in the world I stand sure that nothing had happened in our 
Ashram to call for such absurd intervention. Ours continues to be the noblest institution of its 
kind. It is like killing a mocking bird; the poor bird so named does not know that you interpret its 
voice as a sound mocking at you. 

I am very sorry that some of our brilliant youths, genuinely upset over the rowdy attacks 
on the Ashram, are making painful comments on you. That should not happen. But in an 
atmosphere that turns wild, even Bhisma had to be targeted by those in the Pandava camp who 
knew him to be the wisest man. Probably these youths held you in esteem and I’m sure they were 
not wrong in their estimate. But, unfortunately, you got totally identified, at an earlier stage, with 
those victims of a horrendous wave of dark occult Tsunami. You even agreed to become the 
chief or the inaugural speaker at a so called “National Seminar” on “Affirmative Spirituality” 
organised to create some illusions for those uninformed visitors who were made to sit in Dharna 
in February 2012 right under the Mother’s Darshan Balcony and then entertained to lunch at a 
hotel with lectures by the directors of that farcical opera. Can you really say that it was a seminar 
organised with at least an academic motive, forget the word spiritual, to enlighten that random 
audience?  

(Here is an anecdote that, if not educative, should be at least entertaining amidst this 
heavy correspondence: The day after the “Seminar” a gentleman and a lady who had marked 
their presence  there made a courtesy call on me. By then I had already four or five visitors with 
me. One of them asked the gentleman, “So, how did the event at the hotel go?” The gentleman 
looked at the lady meaningfully and said, “We were discussing about that only a few minutes 
ago. Well, not quite bad, but my experience is, five out of ten times the South Indian cooks 
preparing North Indian dishes produce neither good South Indian nor good North Indian items; 
the same applies to North Indian cooks.”  The lady lamented that she sacrificed her “Sacred and 
delicious and safe food” at the Ashram Dining Hall for items that “smelt soapy”!  After half 
minute’s exchange of embarrassed smiles among the earlier visitors, one of them asked again, 
“But how did the lectures go?” “Oh, there was no atmosphere. I had heard one or two of them at 
our conferences at Bhubaneswar. They spoke better then,” said the gentleman. There was no 
need to ask the lady for her impression, for she did not understand any language other than her 
mother-tongue.) 
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I suppose - please excuse my frankly saying so - you were exploited by them. Let me 
substantiate my observation directly from my own small experience – not out of any vague 
impression. You must have been approached to write a critical article on my speech at Babaji 
Ramakrishna Das’s birthday in August 2011 by someone or ones who fed you with what I never 
said. What was worse, the editor of the forum to which you so kindly contributed the article, Shri 
Deshpande, took the liberty of  inventing his own bombastic title for your write-up which was 
worse than your criticism of my talk – in fact criticism of ideas I did not articulate. I held you in 
great affection; we met almost every day and exchanged greetings. I was shocked, wondering 
what went wrong between us that you did not ask me about the veracity of the report before 
going public with your criticism of my so-called speech. For a while I grew pessimistic about the 
values of human relationship, not to speak of relationship among spiritual fellow-travellers. I 
remind you of this to show how at a bad time bad things can be attributed to I and you, we can be 
caught in the whirlpool of confusion, and we are obliged to grin and bear with them. I am of 
course not surprised at grosser beings deliberately spreading lies. They were already at work 
before the PH sensation came handy to them. To give you two examples from my own personal 
bitter experience, once when some of them by chance found a First Class Flight Boarding Pass, 
probably consigned to a wastepaper basket by me, they circulated its photocopy with their 
comment that I was flying First Class by planes at the Ashram’s cost! The Boarding Pass was for 
a complimentary return-ticket sent by the Air Inida at the request of the Indian Council of 
Cultural Affairs which held a novel kind of conference of about forty Indian writers with another 
group of writers of Indian origin from abroad, at Delhi and then at Nimrana, Rajasthan. Another 
time they circulated a lie that the Ashram lawyer said in the Court at Krishnanagar that the 
Mother did not understand Savitri and I did not object to the statement though I was present 
there. The lawyer never said anything like that; there was absolutely no reason for him to utter 
that sort of nonsense. He even made a categorical statement about it as an answer to the liars and 
challenged them to prove it. But they went on repeating the lie. They would be guided by 
someone from outside, but never ask a fellow inmate about it.   

Those young critics of yours – as I hinted - probably expected you to take a different 
stand – but unfortunately they found the case to be otherwise.  I have rarely read matters they 
have written on the websites but they have the courage to identify themselves. On the other hand 
the anti- Ashram cowards go on distributing lies either under fake names or anonymously.  You 
may or may not have read accusations against me in English made of undiluted lies on a website, 
but you cannot imagine what kind of feast was being churned out for popular consumption in 
Odia by a gentleman whom I had never caused any harm and who till the other day was writing 
on Grace, compassion and such sublime themes. Even now I feel sympathy for him. I wonder 
how his hand remains steady while driving his pen to parody my titles and attribute things to me 
that had nothing to do with me. Alas, at a time of crisis the conscience of so many get blurred, 
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unsuspected suppressed aspects of human beings get revealed. I hope they get purified through 
clashes – at least some of them. 

 Yes, such things cannot be dreamt of in a normal atmosphere. I would surely convey your 
feeling to those young critics and prove to them through your kind letter that you indeed abhor 
the ways the anti-Ashram group is following: Dharna, TV appearance, slanderous posters et al. 

 I congratulate you for the absence of any hatred in you for PH, though you have anger 
against him and that is an impersonal anger, as you say. The subtle borderline between anger and 
hatred may not be as quite clear to me as it is to you, but I am praying to the Divine Mother to 
help me transcend the feeling of hatred for those ladies and men – who do not feel the slightest 
embarrassment while speaking lies before TV channels and elsewhere. I do not find an answer to 
the simplest of simple questions: whom are they benefiting by following that nasty mission? 
Who is compelling them to stay here and suffer? Are they bound by any contract? Have they 
signed any bond? Will they be arrested if they leave the Ashram?  Why must they cling on to an 
institution only to darken its image before the public? What do they expect from the public – to 
rise as a mob and invade the Ashram? Why, why, why must they rush to curious people hurling 
abuses at such a dignified institution as our Ashram? Are they here really for their spiritual 
progress? How did PH stop their endeavour for Sadhana? If PH sinned, why not let him suffer 
his Karma? Who assigned them the duty to fight him instead of fighting against their own inner 
obscurities and imperfections? Has the book by PH been prescribed as a text book for them? 
How many of them had read that book? What about those people who like that book, who clearly 
state that the total impact of the book is an excellent help to appreciate the greatness of Sri 
Aurobindo?  

While the human culture among the intellectuals all over the world is in favour of 
tolerance, must a handful of men and women who call themselves spiritual seekers throw 
themselves into the camp of the vengeful and the slogan-mongers – and all that in the name of 
the Master and the Mother, right inside the  Ashram built by Them? Is this their novel definition 
of Sadhana? Must they show the hundreds of innocent, duty-bound, faithful, calm Sadhaks living 
in the Ashram and offering their works quietly in a bad light to the world? What but a terribly 
wicked force could have turned them into its victims? 

 These are questions that arouse hatred in me – I must confess. But that is my weakness 
and I feel myself unworthy of my status as an Ashram-inmate for this weakness. But I am 
striving to transcend this and I have the confidence that the Grace of the Divine Mother will 
never fail me in my endeavour. I can also, following your language, say that this hatred is 
impersonal. If I visualise a situation where I find that these men and ladies have come out of the 
clutch of the dark force that had enslaved them and are wondering about their temporary 
madness, I can also visualise myself rushing to them with my loving greetings. 
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 I can only pray to Providence to take us all out of this ugly situation. I do not believe that 
a set of goody goody words, emotional platitudes such as “give and take” as some well-wishers 
propose, are going to make any difference. That may even flatter the ego of the being of 
mischief. The Trustees must stand by the Truth the Mother gives them – come what may. We 
have seen in history numerous instances of culture and tolerance vanquished by the barbaric. The 
brute force of Sparta destroyed the fine civilisation of Athens. But I believe things have changed 
at the occult plane. Forces of mischief cannot ultimately triumph. What the Ashram is facing 
today is the microcosmic version of what the world is facing. Whatever will happen here will be 
symbolic of things to come in the world. Providence alone knows. But I must hasten to assert my 
belief that the inner Ashram remains untouched; the calm and serenity we feel are indestructible. 

 Dear Dr. Alok-ji, I can feel the depth of your anguish. We must pray for ourselves and for 
each other. 

      With warm regards, 

                      Manoj Das  

 


